
The Relationship Between the Tectonic Setting of the Lake
İznik Basin and the Middle Strand of the North Anatolian Fault 

KURULTAY ÖZTÜRK1, CENK YALTIRAK2 & BEDRİ ALPAR1

1 İstanbul University, Institute of Marine Sciences and Management,
Müşkile Sokak, Vefa, TR–34116 İstanbul, Türkiye

2 İstanbul Technical University, Faculty of Mines, Department of Geological Engineering, Maslak, 
TR–34469 İstanbul, Türkiye (E-mail: yaltirak@itu.edu.tr)

received 10 March 2008; revised typescript received 13 June 2008; accepted 24 June 2008

Abstract: The İznik Basin is an active depression created by a series of faults developed in relation to the Middle Strand of the North
Anatolian Fault (NAFMS). The most important of these faults is the oblique Sölöz fault, which runs parallel to the NAFMS. It is
interpreted as a releasing bend, and plays a crucial role in the evolution of the 75-m-deep ellipsoid-shaped depression in the southern
part of the lake. The faults that limit the coastal alluvial plain on land, some of which developed during the early evolution of the
NAFMS, are equally important in the development of the İznik Basin, and correspond to P-shear or secondary synthetic shear faults.
These faults are cut by the main fault zone and are right-laterally displaced by approximately 7–8 km. Considering an annual slip rate
of 2 mm on the fault, such a displacement is only possible in a time span of 3.5 to 4 million years. An earthquake periodicity of
~2000–2500 years is estimated on the basis of recent GPS data, and a limited number of historical earthquakes. Linear terraces
observed on the northern and western parts of the Lake İznik, which have been affected by tectonic activity, show occasional rises
of the lake level. The seismic data show that the lake level was approximately 40 m below its present level during the last glacial
period.

Key Words: North Anatolian Fault, Lake İznik, tectonics, high-resolution seismic data, releasing bend

İznik Gölü ve Çevresinin Tektonik Yapısı ile Kuzey Anadolu Fayı Orta Kolu’nun İlişkisi

Özet: İznik Havzası, Kuzey Anadolu Fayı Orta Kolu (KAFOK) üzerinde yer alan aktif bir depresyondur. Bu depresyonun oluşumunda
ana faktör KAFOK sağ-yanal bileşenli hareketine bağlı gelişen, farklı karakter ve doğrultulardaki fay takımlarıdır. Bu fayların içinde
en önemlisi KAFOK ile paralel olan normal bileşenli oblik Sölöz fayıdır. İznik Gölü’nün güneyinde bulunan 75 metre derinliğindeki uzun
oval biçimli çöküntünün oluşumunda gevşeyen büklüm fayı olarak rol oynamaktadır. İznik Havzası’nı sadece göl alanını kontrol eden
faylar dışında kıyı alüvyonlarını sınırlayan kara fayları da etkin olarak kontrol etmektedir. Bu fayların bir kısmı KAF orta kolunun
erken evresinde gelişmiştir. Bu faylar, P-makaslama veya ikincil sentetik makaslama faylarına karşılık gelirler ve KAF orta kolu
tarafından biçilip, yaklaşık 7–8 km kadar sağ-yanal ötelenerek farklı bloklarda kalmışlardır. Bu ötelenme son 3.5–4 milyon yılda fay
üzerinde 2 mm/yıl hız olduğu takdirde gerçekleşebilir. Çalışma havzasında sınırlı tarihsel deprem kayıtları ve güncel GPS verilerine
göre 2 mm/yıl hıza sahip KAFOK’nun uzun dönemli deprem tekrarlanma aralığının yaklaşık 2000–2500 yıl olduğu anlaşılmaktadır.
Havza çevresinde tektonik aktiviteden etkilenmiş teraslar göl seviyesinin zaman zaman yükseldiğini göstermektedir. Son buzul
döneminde ise İznik Gölü’nün bugünkünden yaklaşık 40 metre aşağı düştüğü anlaşılmıştır.

Anahtar Sözcükler: Kuzey Anadolu Fayı, İznik Gölü, tektonik, yüksek ayrımlı sismik veriler, gevşeyen büklüm
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Introduction

The study area is in the south-eastern part of the
Marmara region (Figure 1). It is cut by many active faults
forming some distinct tectonic features; such as Lake
İznik, the largest (313 km2, 12.2 billion m3) fresh water
lake, ~85 m above mean sea level, which occupies part of
an E–W-trending depression and is 32 km long, 12 km
wide and ~75 m deep.

Following the bifurcation of the North Anatolian Fault
(NAF) master strand east of the Almacık block, the
southern strand of the NAF zone follows the Mudurnu
valley and further west bifurcates again around
Pamukova village, 38 km east of Lake İznik (Şengör
1979; Barka & Kadinsky-Cade 1988; Koçyiğit 1988;
Barka 1992; Bozkurt 2001; Yaltırak 2002). One of these
faults extends westward from Pamukova into Lake İznik
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(Koçyiğit 1988), while another fault extends from
Mekece to the northern slopes of Uludağ Mountain along
the Yenişehir plain (Barka & Kadinsky-Cade 1988;
Yaltırak 2002) (Figure 1). Lake İznik is situated on the
fault segments of the northern block of the North
Anatolian Fault Middle Strand (NAFMS), which extend
from Pamukova to the Gulf of Gemlik, along the southern
coast of Lake İznik and through Gemlik town. Within this
framework, the lake itself and almost all of its coastal
plains are located on the NAFMS, which can be traced
along a 97-km-long corridor from the town of Geyve to
Gemlik. This region is made up of a series of structurally
active basins, namely the Geyve-Pamukova Basin, Lake
İznik and the Gulf of Gemlik (Bargu 1982; Koçyiğit,
1998; Barka & Kuşcu 1996). In this region, Tsukuda et
al. (1988) defined two separate fault segments: the
Geyve segment between the towns of Geyve and İznik,
and the İznik segment (i.e., the Sölöz Fault). Both
structures exhibit morphological features characteristic of
strike-slip faults. Ikeda et al. (1989) interpreted the
scarps of the Pleistocene-age terraces on the shores of
Lake İznik as the footprints of the İznik-Mekece Fault,
which was later defined as one of the main branches of
the North Anatolian Fault (Ikeda et al. 1991). In their
study on the evolution of Gulf of Gemlik, Yaltırak & Alpar
(2002) pointed out that the NAFMS passes along the
southern coast of Lake İznik, and bifurcates before
entering the Gulf of Gemlik into a west-trending main
branch which enters the Gulf of Gemlik and the
southwest-trending dextral oblique Gençali Fault (Figure
1). On the basis of shallow sparker seismic data, it was
concluded that the Thrace-Eskişehir Fault (TEF) in the
Gulf of Gemlik has been intersected and shifted ~7–8 km
by the NAFMS (Figure 1). Straub et al. (1997) calculated
the relative slip rate along the NAFMS in the Gulf of
Gemlik (i.e., between the southern block and the Armutlu
Peninsula) as ~2–3 mm/year. This rate is rather slow
when compared to that on the 19±2 mm/year slip rate of
the northern strand of the North Anatolian Fault across
the Sea of Marmara. Calculations based on GPS slip
vectors, and the 7–8 km offset measured in the Gulf of
Gemlik suggest that the tectonic activity of the NAFMS
started ~3.7–2.6 Ma ago in the region (Yaltırak & Alpar
2002).

Because Lake İznik is situated on the active interface
between the Eurasian Plate to the north and the Aegean-
Anatolian microplate to the south, seismic exploration of

the lake sediments should not only reveal recent
depositional processes in the lake but also the dominant
tectonic processes in the lake region. This study aimed to
evaluate the general tectonic setting of the Lake İznik
Basin by interpreting high resolution seismic profiles
across the lake; and to understand the relation between
the fault ruptures observed on land and the other
structural elements we have traced in the lake.

Material and Method

A total of 30 km high resolution seismic sparker (1.25kJ)
reflection profiles were collected in Lake İznik in 2005
(Figure 2). The data acquisition parameters were chosen
depending on earlier field tests (Alpar et al. 2003). Shots
were fired every two seconds (~4.1 m), and return
echoes were recorded digitally for 250 ms (two-way-
travel time, twt) with a surface-towed single-channel
hydrophone streamer (11-element, 10 m-long). Such a
recording configuration provided details of sedimentary
deposits up to ~70–80 m below the lake bottom.
Conventional data processing methods such as trim-
statics, filtering and multiple suppression were used to
achieve better definition of the seismic data.

Topography and Bathymetry

Lake İznik is bordered by the Samanlı and Katırlı
mountains (Figure 3). The summits along the Samanlı
ridge watershed are 890–982 m high, and in the east are
much higher (810–1227 m) than the land to the north.
The linear range of mountains in the south rises to similar
heights (821–1293 m) above the eastern part of the lake,
while to the west they range up to 893 and 926 m in
height. The lowest elevations within the Lake İznik basin
are 320 m north of Orhangazi, 410 m in the Mekece
valley and only 95 m at the Karsak Pass. An interesting
morphological feature of the study area is that whereas
the highest elevations are in the west of the southern
block of the NAFMS, they are towards the east end of the
northern block (Figure 3).

The Karsak Pass is a deep valley cut by the Karsak
River through which the fresh waters of Lake İznik drain
into the Gulf of Gemlik. It resembles a sill developed on
the pre-Neogene basement. Immediately west of the
Karsak Pass, a small delta extends towards the town of
Gemlik. The scarp of the mountains south of the Karsak
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Pass is bounded by the NAFMS. At most places where the
NAFMS cuts through some terraces can be seen but this
morphology diminishes westward towards the Gemlik
Plain. South of Samanlı Mountain, a coalescent alluvial fan
system spreads towards the Orhangazi Plain, which is
made up of river alluvium. The undisturbed surface of the
plain indicates that the alluvial processes in the region
continue. While reed covered marshes along the eastern
coast of Lake İznik are at 85 m above present mean sea
level, lake terraces observed in the western part of the
plain at 105–110 m record previously higher water
levels. Ardel (1953) suggested that the palaeo-İznik lake
was largest during the last glacial period when its surface
level was ~60 m higher than its present level.

The drainage area of the İznik Lake Basin is 1246
km2, and fresh water input into the lake is limited. Stream
profiles are steep. The most important rivers are
Kocadere in Sölöz, Olukdere fed by a spring source called
Nadir, Kurudere, Karadere and finally Kırandere which
borders the city of İznik (Figure 3). While the coastal plain
covers large areas in the east and west, it is very narrow
along the southern coast except for the Sölöz and smaller
deltas. The coastal plain surrounding the Kırandere to the
east is relatively narrow and longer. The coastal plain
along the northern shore is very narrow at Boyalıca, while
the plains of the rivers Karadere and Kurudere are
triangular (8 × 9 km). In the west Orhangazi town is
located on a large L-shaped coastal plain, which is over 5
km wide in some places (Figure 3).

Lake İznik is divided into three sub-basins. In the west,
a shallow, elliptical sub-basin (Western Flat: WF) (11 × 6
km) covers almost one third of the lake area (Figure 3).
The shelves along the northern and western shores of the
western sub-basin are smooth and ~2 km wide from
shore down to 40 m water depth. This gradient is steeper
along the northwest coast of the Sölöz delta, which is
~700 m wide from shore down to 40 m water depth
(Figure 3). The deepest part of the western sub-basin or
western flat has a circular shape with a radius of 2.5 km,
and is relatively shallow (45 m). The eastern half of Lake
İznik includes two sub-basins separated by an east–west-
trending ridge (Figure 3). The southern sub-basin
(Southern Trough: ST) is an elongate ellipse, 17.5 km
long and 4.5 km wide, and forms the deepest parts of the
lake, up to 75 m deep. The distance from the deepest
places to the southern shores is very short, ~1 km (Figure
3). The northern slope of this sub-basin is wider; it is
~2.4 km wide, from 45 m water depth down to the
greatest depth. Finally, the northern sub-basin (Northern
Trough: NT) is 7 km long, 1.8 km wide and elongate east-
northeast – west-southwest. The width of its northern
and eastern slopes varies between 2 and 7 km (Figure 3).

Geologic Setting of the Study Area

The Basement

The geology of the region surrounding Lake İznik includes
Late Palaeozoic, Mesozoic and Palaeogene successions,

212

LAKE İZNİK BASIN

K8

K7

K1

K2b

K2c
K3

K4

K5a
K5b

K5c

K6

F2F3

F4

F5

0 10 km0 10 km

N
I

29 30'
0

- 40 30'
0

Figure 2. High-resolution sparker lines acquired in Lake İznik.
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forming the pre-Miocene basement. The Miocene
sequence unconformably overlies the basement rocks and
is covered by Pliocene–Quaternary units (Figure 4). The
metamorphic rocks of the basement have undergone
multiple deformations. The Karakaya units (Şengör &
Yılmaz 1981) and the Sakarya Zone units (Göncüoğlu et
al. 1992; Genç 1993; Genç & Yılmaz 1995) were
metamorphosed following closure of the Karakaya Basin
in the Late Triassic and the Intra-Pontid Ocean in the Late
Cretaceous, respectively. The metamorphic basement
around Lake İznik is represented by greenschist facies
Triassic meta-pelites, metabasites, metatuffites, calc-
schists, slate/phyllites and marble. The Jurassic
recrystallized limestone series unconformably overlies
Triassic metamorphic rocks west of the lake (Göncüoğlu
et al. 1992; Genç 1993; Genç & Yılmaz 1995). Permian
marbles occur in the NW and W parts of the lake while
Permo–Triassic schists, phyllites and meta-pelites cover
relatively larger areas in the NE (Göncüoğlu et al. 1992).
To the south, Permo–Triassic volcaniclastics, the
Jurassic–Cretaceous limestone series and Upper
Cretaceous detrital and carbonate rocks were all

deformed, but not metamorphosed (Genç & Yılmaz
1995). The Palaeogene basement units were made up of
Eocene volcanics, turbidites as sandstone and shale
intercalations, and Oligocene deltaic sandstones (Genç et
al. 1986; Bargu & Sakınç 1990; Ece 1990).

Mio–Pliocene Units

Late Miocene units can be observed in the cliffs along the
main road north of Orhangazi village (Figure 4). In this
locality yellowish-grey sands intercalated with gravels and
grey clays were deposited in a fault-controlled basin. This
unit corresponds to the Kılınç Member of the Yalova
Formation. It is ~200 m thick and best observed in the
north–south-trending valleys east of the town of Yalova
(Alpar & Yaltırak 2002). Fresh water ostracods, such as
Condona compressa, observed on the Armutlu Peninsula
and Pseudocattilus psedudocattilus sinzov observed
around Orhangazi, collectively imply that a brackish lake
existed in the region. Bivalve assemblages suggest that
this unit is Late Miocene–Early Pliocene in age [Sarmatian
(Akartuna 1968) or Pontian (Emre et al. 1998)]. 
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Pliocene–Quaternary Units

Thick sandy and gravelly sequences and conglomerate
lenses unconformably overlie Late Miocene–Early Pliocene
units in the Armutlu Peninsula (Eisenlohr 1995),
particularly cropping out around the villages of Esenköy,
Termal, and Orhangazi, and on the hillsides south of
Yalakdere (Figure 4; Alpar & Yaltırak 2002). The
Pliocene–Quaternary units consist of sand and gravel
layers with laterally variable thicknesses. They record
braided river and alluvial fan deposition around the basin
margins. Pliocene–Quaternary deposits around Lake İznik
include alluvial plains, fans, marsh areas, lake terraces and
beach facies, especially in the eastern and western sectors
(Figure 4). The Orhangazi and Gemiç alluvial fans cover
the largest areas in the west. The Gemiç fan consists of
alluvial material derived from Gemiç Mountain in the
southwest, intercalated with thick, mixed flood plain
sediments (Figures 3 & 4). The Sölöz delta is more like a
hill in the south. The Kıran and Karadere fans in the east
consist of siliciclastic material with different particle sizes
coming from older units outcropping in the region.

A beach facies comprising coarse-grained sand and
gravel is distributed along the western shores of Lake
İznik, with marshes situated between the backshore and
lacustrine terraces. These lacustrine terraces were
considered to be old coastal deposits of the lake by
Chaput (1936), while they have been interpreted as the
coast of the palaeo-lake which reached its maximum
extent during the Pleistocene (Tanoğlu & Erinç 1956). 

The most impressive sedimentary sequences in the
lake sediments are the submerged deltas of the Karadere
River. These deltaic units represent a palaeo-shoreline
when the lake level was 35 to 40 m below its present
level (Figure 5: Section F3 and K7). In the eastern half of
the lake, the sedimentary sequences thicken southward. A
local thickening was also observed in the northern trough.
Thinner sedimentary deposits forming the east-northeast-
trending central ridge gradually thicken towards the
northern and southern depressions, which suggest syn-
depositional folding. The faults north and south of the
central ridge played an active role in its folding. In
contrast, the sedimentary layers in the western sub-basin
show parallel to sub-parallel stratification, locally affected
by the Sölöz delta. Reflection profiles on seismic data
show that the observed sedimentary deposits are thicker
than 200 ms (twt) implying that the Pliocene–Quaternary
deposits are at least 150 m thick in the lake. 

Lower sedimentation rates occur in the northern areas
and on a ridge in the lake centre (Ülgen et al. 2007). On
the basis of a dating of core recovered from the
sedimentary ridge in the lake centre, the topmost 33 cm
represents the last 100 years. The sedimentation rate in
the southern deep sub-basin is higher, and has been
strongly influenced by distinct changes in siliciclastic input
and authigenic carbonate production (aragonite) during
the last 5 ka (Franz et al. 2007).

Structural Elements

Lake İznik and its basin lie in a fault-controlled
depression: the most important bounding fault is the
NAFMS, passing along the southern shore of the lake. The
NAFMS and other secondary faults in the study area
reveal a right-lateral transtensional structural pattern
(Figure 6a).

Two distinct faults north of the Lake İznik Basin trend
NW–SE and WSW–ENE, respectively. The Orhangazi fault
in the west trends NW–SE, and separates the basement
and Pliocene–Quaternary fans (Figure 4). It is a normal
fault with >200 m of dip-slip. It exhibits a characteristic
topographic lineation (Figure 6a). The fault scarps can be
seen along the eastern side of the Yalova-Orhangazi
highway. The Boyalıca Fault is also a normal fault with a
small right-lateral component of movement (Figure 6a).

The Sölöz Fault runs almost parallel to the NAFMS. It
has been thought that the NAFMS cuts through the
southern part of the Lake İznik on land (Barka 1992).
The main fault extending from Mekece into the lake is
located in a narrow area between the coastal alluvial plain
and the basement rocks. The north-dipping fault scarps
can be seen on the coastal topography south of Lake
(Barka 1992). En-échelon segments of this fault form the
arcuate high topography of the southern margin, which
extends ~24 km in a N85ºE direction (Figure 6a, b). In
front of this fault, the southern trough forms the deepest
part of Lake İznik in a narrow elliptical basin extending
westward as far as the eastern edge of the Sölöz Delta.
The west-trending fault scarp in the east changes its
orientation to northwest behind the Sölöz Delta region
where the fault forms a releasing bend with changed
orientation for ~10 km (Figure 6a, b). Its orientation
reverts to west where the Sölöz Delta abuts basement
rocks. The Sölöz Fault, extending along the southern
shore of the lake, is dominantly a north-dipping normal
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fault, but it also displays minor right-lateral slip, which
can be observed in the valleys and in some places between
the fan deltas filling the valleys and extending into the
lake in the south. In this structural framework, the Sölöz
Fault played an active role as a releasing bend in the early
development of the basin. 

In the western part of Lake İznik, the western Fault
extends SSW–NNE, almost parallel to the Fındıklı Fault
(N5E) west of Orhangazi and similar faults on the
Armutlu Peninsula (Figure 6a, b). These faults correspond
to left-lateral conjugate Riedel shear or antithetic shear
faults, which are rotated due to a dextral shear
mechanism (Figure 6c, d).

The major axis of the southern trough in Lake İznik is
located ~2 km away from the aligned segments of the
normal faults observed on land (Figure 6b). Within the
bend between the deepest part of the lake and its
southern shoreline, secondary normal faults run parallel
to the Sölöz Fault on land. These faults can be observed
on the seismic reflection profiles (Figures 5: Section K7,
K2B and K8). The main fault (i.e., NAFMS) extends along
the deepest part of the southern trough. It is almost
vertical or dips steeply northward (Figures 5: Section K7
and K8). This fault exercised the most control over the
evolution of the southern trough. These two faults
extending along the southern coast on land and along the
southern trough in the lake, may show two successive
evolutionary phases.

The Northern Fault is another vertical fault observed
at the northern margin of the northern trough. It is
oriented N83°E and runs ~10° oblique to the NAFMS in
the lake. The fault corresponds to dextral P-shear or
secondary synthetic shear faults (Figure 6c, d). A wide
and shallow antiformal structure lies between the
northern and southern troughs, extending parallel to the
northern Fault. These folds developed between two
dextral strike-slip faults (Figure 6b, d). Other fault
systems consistent with our proposed orientation on Lake
İznik and which run parallel to the northern Fault, are the
dextral Demirtaş-Kıblepınar Fault in the Bursa Basin (BB)
south of Lake İznik and the Adliye-Mesruriye Fault,
situated on the northern block east of Lake İznik. Both of
these are dextral strike-slip faults (Figure 6a) and show
1–2 km pre-Late Pliocene total morphological
displacements. The Demirtaş-Kıblepınar and the Adliye-
Mesruriye faults are interpreted as P-shear or secondary
synthetic shear faults which developed as a single fault at

an early stage of the evolution of the NAFMS. This single
fault (Demirtaş-Kıblepınar-Adliye-Mesruriye Fault) was
cut through by the NAFMS during the evolution of the
North Anatolian Fault and has been shifted dextrally by ~8
km. The northwest–southeast-trending Orhangazi Fault is
one of the active tectonic elements in the evolution of the
Lake İznik Basin. Its extensional character is also
consistent with the dominant dextral shear regime in the
region (Figure 6b, d).

Historical Earthquakes and Instrumental Seismicity

Historical records on natural disasters show that many
destructive earthquakes occurred in the Lake İznik region
during the last 2000 years. They provide an opportunity
to investigate the tectonic processes in the region. The
historic city of İznik (Nicaea) on the eastern shore of Lake
İznik (Ascania) was founded by Antigonus I, king of
Macedonia, in the 4th century BC, and later flourished
under the Romans (Koyunluoğlu 1935) The city has been
the capital of the Byzantine Empire, the Seljuk Turks and
then the Ottoman Empire. An ancient harbour at the city
of Gemlik (Kios) was founded by the Militians in 630 BC
and administered by Hittites, Bithynians, Romans,
Byzantine and Ottoman Empires, remaining as one of the
ancient centres of politics, economics and culture
(Koyunluoğlu 1935). Therefore, historical earthquakes
and other hazards in these regions and their effects have
been well documented throughout history by many
chroniclers, historians, priests, etc. Modern earthquake
catalogues, based on these historical documents (e.g.,
Ergin et al. 1967; Soysal et al. 1981; Guidoboni et al.
1994; Ambraseys & Finkel 1995; Ambraseys 2000),
show that the Lake İznik Basin and its surrounding region
have suffered several destructive earthquakes during the
historical period (Table 1). Some important and well-
documented data are as follows:

29 AD November 24: the most severe damage was
around the historic city of İznik, where most of the
buildings were destroyed.

362 AD December 02: a major earthquake, also felt
in İstanbul, totally destroyed the ancient city of İzmit
(Nicomedia) at the eastern end of the Gulf of İzmit and
most of İznik (Nicaea). It is said that the near-by springs
dried up.

368 AD October 11: strong lethal shock with
epicentre near Lake İznik destroyed Nicaea and its
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surroundings in Bithynia, as reported in the Ecclesiastical
History of Socrates Scholasticus (Guidoboni et al. 1994).
In a chronological work Chronicon Paschale (7th century
AD), a destructive earthquake was reported in İznik,
which is famous in ecclesiastical history for the two
Councils of Nicaea, during the 4th year of 287th Olympics
(Guidoboni et al. 1994). In an Ethiopic version of the
chronicle of John Nikiu, a 7th century writer, refers to
seismic sea-wave of 358 (Guidoboni et al. 1994). This
earthquake also caused major damage along the coastal
area between Gemlik (Kios) and Mudanya in the west.

1065 AD September: a local earthquake around Lake
İznik affected the region once more following the central
Marmara earthquake of September, 1063, which had
caused important damage in the city of Nicaea two years
previously.

1854 AD December 29: A very strong earthquake
shook the south coast of Lake İznik and did some damage
to the villages of Mehmeçik and Pamukcık (Ambraseys
2000).

1857 AD September 17: A small earthquake
occurred between Lake İznik and the Gulf of Gemlik,
causing damage at the ports (Ambraseys 2000). The
ruined villages between Gemlik and İznik indicate a fault
segment crossing Gemlik.

1863 AD November 06: a tremor caused damage
around Lake İznik and at Gemlik (Io= IX). More than 40
houses in the village of Umurbey, near Gemlik, were
ruined (Ambraseys 2000). On the basis of damage, the
earthquake is believed to have been caused by movement
on the fault bounding the southern shore of Lake İznik.

The instrumental seismicity (1940–2008) obtained
from the catalogues of Kandilli Observatory (KOERİ)
shows 616 earthquakes with a scatter of epicenters of 30
small (M= 4–4.9) and 3 moderate (M= 5–5.9)
earthquakes around the western side of the lake (Figure
7). Earthquake activity is strikingly low in a specific area
around the northern and southern troughs and increases
gradually along the NAFMS towards the Gulf of Gemlik.
The segment of the NAFMS in Lake İznik is undergoing a
significant seismic quiescence period.

The moment tensor analyses of three microseismic
events on the NAFMS (Gürbüz et al. 2000) indicate
mechanical solutions consistent with the faults we have
delineated in the study area (Figures 6 & 7). On the basis
of the GPS slip vectors, the relative velocity of the
Armutlu Peninsula relative to the Mudanya block (i.e., on
the NAFMS, is 2±1 mm/year; Straub et al. 1997).
Considering that the age of the NAFMS between the
Armutlu Peninsula and the Mudanya block is ~3.5 Ma, or
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Table 1. Historical earthquakes around the Lake Iznik region. 1– Ergin et al. (1967) ; 2– Soysal et al. (1981); 3– Ambraseys & Finkel (1995); 4–
Guidoboni et al. (1994); 5– Ambraseys (2000), 6– Ambraseys (2002).

Date Reported Locality °N °E Intensity References

24.11.0029 İznik, İzmit 40.4 29.7 X 1, 2, 3, 4  

02.01.0069 İznik, İzmit 40.4 29.7 VII 1, 2, 3, 4

120–123  Nicomedia 40.5 30.1 (VIII) Ms= 7.4 6  

0128–0129 İznik, Zeytinbağ, Mudanya  40.4 29.4 (VIII) 2, 3  

03.05.0180 İznik (Nicomedia) 40.6 30.6 Ms= 7.3 6  

00.00.0268 İznik  40.7 29.9 Ms= 7.3 6  

02.12.0362  İznik (Nicaea) 40.7 29.6 VI 1, 2  

11.10.0368  İznik  40.4 29.7 (VII) Ms= 6.4 2, 3, 4  

00.00.0378  İznik  40.4 29.7 VI 2  

00.00.0715  İznik  40.4 29.7 IX 1, 2, 3  

23.09.0985  İznik, Bandırma, Erdek  40.4 28.9 (VIII) 1, 2  

29.09.1064 İznik, Bandırma, İstanbul 40.4 28.9 IX 2  

29.12.1854 South coast of Lake İznik 40.4 29.5 Ms= 4.5 5  

17.09.1857  Gemlik, İznik, Bursa 40.4 29.2 VI, Ms= 5.4 1, 3, 5  

06.11.1863  Gemlik, Umurbey, İznik 40.4 29.1 IX, Ms= 5.0 1, 2, 3, 5  

21.01.1895  İznik  40.4 29.7 V 1, 2  

14.03.1897  Gemlik, Bursa  40.4 29.1 V 2
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the same age as the northern strand of the North
Anatolian Fault along the northern margin of the Armutlu
Peninsula (Alpar & Yaltırak 2002), the total displacement
of the NAFMS was calculated to be 7–8 km in the Gulf of
Gemlik (Yaltırak & Alpar 2002). These authors further
proposed a recurrence interval of ~2500 years for large
earthquakes (M≥7) with displacements of up to 5 m. This
long interval of time is also supported by
palaeoseismological studies (Uçarkuş 2002), which only
found evidence for a single 2000 year old event in the 3–
6 m deep trenches at the western side of the Lake İznik.

Discussion and Conclusion

We have delineated three separate faults in Lake İznik, a
tectonic freshwater lake flooding three distinct sub-
basins. They are (a) the NAFMS, passing through the
deeper southern trough; (b) the northern Fault, a strike-
slip fault with a normal component that bounds the
shallower and smaller northern trough (55 m); and finally
(c) the N05ºE-trending left-lateral western Fault on the
western slope of the western flat (WF).

The Orhangazi Fault on land is a normal fault, while
the Boyalıca and İznik faults along the northeast margin
of the lake are normal faults with a right-lateral
component of movement. As an oblique fault with a
dominant normal component, the Sölöz Fault acts as a
releasing bend. To the east, it is formed by en-échelon
faults between the coastal alluvial plains and the
basement. The deep southern trough has formed under
the control of the releasing bend character of the Sölöz
Fault, and was later cut through by the NAFMS. At
present, the NAFMS also cuts through the Sölöz Delta and
extends to the Gulf of Gemlik. A very similar tectonic
setting has been outlined in the Gulf of İzmit between the
eastern Hersek (or Karamürsel) trough and the Hersek
Delta (Alpar & Yaltırak 2002, 2003). The relative position
of the Sölöz Fault is similar to those normal oblique faults
bordering the Armutlu Peninsula in the north (Gökten
2001; Alpar & Yaltırak 2002). The thesis that the NAFMS
crosses the southern shore area of Lake İznik on
land(e.g., Ikeda et al. 1989, 1991; Barka 1992, 1993)
should be revised according to our findings presented in
this study, as the right-lateral strike-slip fault passes
through the deep southern trough in Lake İznik.

Considering the tectonic frame described above
together with the length and width of the Lake İznik

basin, it is obvious that this lake could not be developed
by only the NAFMS itself. There are several ways of
forming such a big basin. First such a big and wide basin
could be evolved within a pull-apart system. One
characteristic feature of pull-apart basins is that the
strike-slip faults controlling the basin are separate
segments (Rodgers 1980). A basin develops between
these two independent segments due to the offset
between them. Based on the experimental results
obtained by Dooley & McClay (1997), the shape of the
basin developed in the tensional offset area between the
related strike-slip faults is normally rhombohedric. If so,
in order to produce a pull-apart basin in the Lake İznik
region, the southern fault zone should step over
northward and therefore should bound the southern
margin of the Armutlu Peninsula in the west. However,
there are no faults supporting such a mechanism. Another
scenario for the evolution of the Lake İznik basin is
development of a graben caused by an oblique
transtensional regime associated with strike-slip faulting.
If so, however, other graben developments should be
present both at the margin near Pamukova along the
NAFMS, and also in the west. This scenario is impossible
because no grabens have developed in these places even if
there is no evident change of fault orientation. We
propose instead that the main Lake İznik trough predated
the evolution of the NAFMS. Similar problems with the
basinal geometries developed on branches of the NAF are
also often encountered in the Sea of Marmara region.
Yaltırak (2002) defined superimposed basins and fault
systems evolved due to intersection of the younger NAF
and older TEF system. The study area is a W–E
extensional zone developed during the final closure of the
Rhodope-Pontide Ocean at the end of the Oligocene (Genç
& Yılmaz 1985). This zone was probably affected by the
TEF system which was active in the region between the
Early Miocene and Early Pliocene. We consider that the
NAFMS, which followed the main axis of an intermontane
tectonic depression in this zone towards the Sea of
Marmara, contributed to the development of the Lake
İznik basin. The elevation of the upper Miocene deposits
observed in Umurbey and on the fault scarps along the
Yalova-Orhangazi highway, is about 200 m above the
bottom of the lake. This elevation difference and high
erosional features observed in the upper Miocene deposits
support the idea that the palaeo-İznik basin was
developed before the NAF. If so, the Lake İznik basin is
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more likely to be a superimposed basin than a product of
the other tectonic models.

Historical documents show that the strongest
earthquake in the study area occurred in 368 AD.
However, there was no seismic activity during the
instrumental period in some parts of the study area,
which can be outlined as two different regions. Depending
on the affected regions, namely İzmit and İznik, the
epicenters of the 362 AD and 368 AD earthquakes should
be located within the regions II and I, respectively (Figure
7). Meanwhile the historical earthquakes of 29 AD 1065
AD and 1863 AD were local events around Lake İznik and
possibly related to movement on local faults.

The calculation that a 7–8 km shift on the NAFMS in
the Gulf of Gemlik occurred during the last 3.7–2.6 Ma
depends on the shift between the northern and southern
segments of the northwest-trending Thrace-Eskişehir
Fault (Figure 6, Displacement X: Yaltırak & Alpar 2002).
In this study two different situations similar to that
observed in the Gulf of Gemlik are in question. The first
one is the 8 km displacement observed between two NW–
SE-oriented escarpments bounding the northeast of the
Gemlik coastal alluvial plain (Figure 6, Displacement Y),
and those at the north-eastern embankment of the
Gençali Delta. The latter is an 8 km displacement
observed at the south-eastern corner of Lake İznik
between the NE–SW-trending Demirtaş-Kıblepınar and
Adliye-Mesruriye Faults (Figure 6, Displacement Z). A
relative slip rate of 2 mm/year suggests that an
earthquake with a displacement of 4–5 m on the NAFMS,
will occur with a 2000–2500-year frequency. This back-
of-the-envelope calculation is in agreement with the
previous findings obtained using different methods (e.g.,
Barka 1993; Yoshioka & Kuşçu 1994; Uçarkuş 2002;
Yaltırak & Alpar 2002).

The tectonic setting in the Lake İznik region between
the villages of Mekece and Gemlik and its main structural
element, the NAFMS, exhibit similar characteristic
features to the basins of the Gulf of Gemlik and

Pamukova previously studied by Yaltırak & Alpar (2002)
and Yaltırak (2002). The basement rocks in these basins
are upper Miocene–lower Pliocene. In contrast, the ages
of the NAFMS and other parallel tectonic features are
Pliocene and post-Pliocene. In view of the elevation of the
terraces around Lake İznik, we suggest that the faults
observed in and around Lake İznik, with their
morphological influence on the depositional sequences,
have had much less effect on the elevation of the terraces
than the changes in the lake water level. Besides the idea
that the highest terraces record the highest lake level,
regional uplift in the lake region may have aided the deep
incision of the Karsak Pass discharging the lake water into
the Gulf of Gemlik, simultaneously with the tectonic uplift
of above-mentioned high-altitude terraces. This scenario
implies that the palaeo-lake level during the recent glacial
period (12–24 Kyr) was not higher, but instead was ~40
m lower than the present lake level. The maximum range
of lake level changes can be estimated as 65 m, since the
maximum elevation of the lake terraces and minimum
lake level are 100–110 m and 45 m, respectively. Hence,
establishing the timing of the deep incision of the Karsak
Pass and the lake drainage into the Gulf of Gemlik will be
very important to an understanding of why these terraces
are elevated, whether due to tectonic uplift or climate
changes.
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