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Abstract: Benthic faunal content (benthic foraminifera, mollusca and ostracoda) of sediment cores from the SW Black Sea shelf were
examined. Based on the vertical distribution of abundance and diversity of the benthic fauna, three benthic assemblages were
distinguished. These assemblages are BF1, BF2 and BF3, and reflect the changes in bottom water from the termination of the
Neoeuxinian period to present. BF1 displays high abundance and diversity in the surroundings of the Bosporus channel, diminishing
in the shelf sediments further away from the channel. In the Mid-Shelf and Outer Shelf, it displays low abundance and low diversity.
BF1 which started to be deposited at about 6 ky BP reflects the source effect of the saline Mediterranean lower layer, diminishing
in strength toward more distal areas. In the Outer Shelf, changing foraminiferal faunal content may suggest that relatively low salinity
conditions in the bottom water were established after ~4 ky BP. BF2 consists of a mixed fauna (brackish and euryhaline
Mediterranean species), suggesting transitional conditions with intrusion of Mediterranean water earlier than ~8 ky BP. BF3
corresponds to the Neoeuxinian lake phase of the Black Sea.
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Karadeniz Güneybatı Şelfinin Holosen Sedimentlerindeki Bentik Fauna Toplulukları

Özet: Bu çalışmada Karadeniz GB şelf alanından alınan sediment karotlarının bentik fauna içerikleri (bentik foraiminifer, mollusc ve
ostracod) incelenmiştir. Karotlar boyunca bentik faunanın bolluk ve tür çeşitliliğindeki değişimlerine bağlı olarak 3 farklı bentik
topluluk ayırtlanmıştır. Bu topluluklar BF1, BF2 ve BF3 olup, Yeni Öksin dönemin bitişinden günümüze kadar dip suyundaki
değişimleri yansıtmaktadır. Kanal-Çevresi’nden alınan karotlarda BF1 yüksek popülasyon ve tür çeşitliliği göstermekte, ancak şelf
sedimentlerine doğru her ikisi de azalmaktadır. Orta-Şelf ve Dış-Şelf’te BF1 düşük popülasyon ve fakir bir tür çeşitliliğine sahiptir. Bu
topluluk tuzlu Akdeniz alt suyunun Kanal çevresinde baskın olduğunu ve şelfe doğru uzaklaştıkça etkisinin azaldığını yansıtmaktadır
ve yaklaşık 6 bin yıl önce çökelmeye başlamıştır. Dış-Şelf’te gözlenen foraminiferal faunadaki değişim, günümüzden yaklaşık 4 bin yıl
önce dip suyunun nispeten düşük tuzluluğa doğru değişmesi ile alakalı olabilir. BF2 karışık bir fauna (acısı ve denizel Akdeniz türleri)
içermekte ve Akdeniz suyunun yaklaşık 8 bin yıldan daha önceki girişi ile oluşan geçiş koşullarını yansıtmaktadır. BF3 ise Karadeniz’in
Yeni Öksin’deki göl safhasına karşılık gelmektedir. 

Anahtar Sözcükler: Karadeniz, bentik fauna, Holosen, Akdeniz, şelf sedimentleri
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Introduction

The Black Sea is the largest anoxic basin in the world at
present and is connected to the Mediterranean Sea by the
narrow Bosporus and Dardanelles Straits, linked by the
Marmara Sea (Figure 1). It has a permanent two-layered
water system with a thin low-salinity surface layer of
riverine origin, overlying a relatively high-salinity deep
layer of Mediterranean origin. A sharp pycnocline defines

the boundary to stable anoxic conditions below shelf
depth. At present, there is water exchange with adjacent
seas through the Bosporus; however the exchange was
complicated in the past during global sea level variations
between glacial and interglacial periods, as a result of the
confined geographical situation of the passage-way.
During the Last Glacial Maximum, when global sea level
fell below the level of the sill located at the northern
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approaches of the Bosporus, the Black Sea was isolated
from the Mediterranean Sea and became a freshwater
lake (Neoeuxinian phase, 22 to 9 ky BP, Fedorov 1971;
Ross & Degens 1974; Nevesskaya 1965). During this
period, the shelf areas of the Black Sea were exposed to
subaerial erosion and excavated by rivers until about 11–
9 ky BP (Degens & Ross 1974). Recent studies indicate
that the Black Sea received a series of melt water pulses
originating from the disintegration of the Scandinavian ice
sheet between 18 and 15 ky BP (cal.) (Bahr et al. 2005).
However the mode and timing of the rise of sea level after
that time, in relation to its connection with the
Mediterranean Sea through the Marmara Sea via the
straits is under debate, and variably described as
‘catastrophic’ (Ryan et al. 1997, 2003; Ryan 2007),
‘persistent outflow ‘ (Aksu et al. 2002a) or ‘fluctuating’
(Fedorov 1978; Chepalyga 1984; Yanko-Hombach 2007)
views. An abrupt transgression that originated from
Mediterranean waters at about 7.15 or 8.4 ky BP,
submerging the low-lying shelf area of the Black Sea, was
implied in the ‘catastrophic’ view by Ryan et al. (1997,
2003) and supported by others (Algan et al. 2002, 2007;
Lericolais et al. 2007). A strong and ‘persistent outflow’
of the Black Sea at about 11–9 ky BP into the Marmara
Sea argues against a low-level Black Sea at that time and
is shown to be responsible for major deposition of
‘organic-rich’-sapropelic sediments in the Marmara and
Mediterranean seas (Çağatay et al. 2000; Aksu et al.
1999, 2002a, b; Hiscott et al. 2002). ‘Fluctuating’ or
oscillating sea level within a range of 5 to 20 m between
Late Pleistocene–Holocene transgressive and regressive
cycles in the Black Sea (Fedorov 1978; Chepalyga 1984;
see also references in Yanko-Hombach 2007) is in
agreement with the ‘persistent outflow’ view, with
respect to a high sea level of the Black Sea before it
became connected to the Marmara Sea. 

The study area includes the SW Black Sea shelf area
and the northern exit of the Bosporus channel. Faunal
composition of the bottom sediments is particularly
important for understanding the changing bottom water
conditions of the Black Sea in relation to the water
exchange. Present-day bottom water conditions of the
Black Sea support only about 20–25 % of the zoobenthos
of the Mediterranean Sea (Mutlu et al. 1993). Quaternary
stratigraphy of Black Sea sediments is based on mollusca
(Arkhangel’sky & Strakhov 1938; Nevesskaya 1965;
Fedorov 1978). Yanko (1990) established a

biostratigraphical scheme of the Pleistocene and Holocene
by investigating samples from sediment cores and
ecological parameters of living benthic foraminifera from
shelf and coastal environments of the Black Sea.
However, her sampling of the SW shelf was confined to
the outer shelf. Micro- (Meriç et al. 2001) and macro-
palaeontological data from the SW shelf sediments are
very few and/or limited to only characteristic bivalve
forms (Algan et al. 2007). In this study the spatial and
temporal distribution of foraminifera in Holocene
sediments from the SW shelf, together with other faunal
groups (mollusca and ostracoda) are examined. This study
aims to determine their response to bottom water
changes from lacustrine to marine conditions as well as to
understand the changing environmental conditions after
the first entrance of Mediterranean waters until the
present day. 

Study Area

The study area is the SW Black Sea shelf (Figure 1). The
SW shelf area is the widest part of the Anatolian sector,
with ~25 km width off the Thrace Peninsula. The shelf
break occurs at about 110–120 m water depth, marking
the outer edge of a flat gently north-dipping continental
platform. At the northern exit of the Bosporus, the shelf
is cut by an 80–90 m deep channel representing the
northward extension of the strait (Figure 1c; Di Iorio &
Yüce 1999). Beyond a sill located at a water depth of
about 60 m the channel disappears on the outer shelf;
however, in line with the channel’s course, a deep canyon
is located at the shelf break.

The present oceanography of the Black Sea is
governed by water exchange through the Bosporus as a
two layered flow. The Black Sea receives a large amount
of fresh water input from rivers (~350 km3/y) and
precipitation (~300 km3/y), well in excess of evaporation
(350 km3y), leading to a positive water balance
maintaining a low-salinity surface layer (18–20 psu).
These conditions lead to an outflow through the Bosporus
which is higher than the average inflow of saline (38–39
psu) Mediterranean water that flows northward as an
undercurrent into the Black Sea (Ünlüata et al. 1990)
throughout the year (except when interrupted for short
duration by strong winds) (Latif et al. 1991). The
continuous Mediterranean inflow is greatly confined
within the narrow Bosporus channel, which is initially



Table 1. Cores collected from the SW Black Sea shelf.

Core No Location Water Depth (m) Core Length (cm)

1 41º16´20˝N / 29º 06´20˝E 51 57

2 41º23´10˝N / 29°08´00˝E 80 80

3 41º16´20˝N / 29°06´20˝E 102 214

4 41º32´10˝N / 29°05´20˝E 103 245

5 41º25´50˝N / 29°01´05˝E 84 65

7 41º24´15˝N / 28°38´00˝E 61 141

8 41º31´95˝N / 28°43´00˝E 81 247

9 41º40´00˝N / 28°48´00˝E 113 212

10 41º50´80˝N / 28°37´00˝E 124 63

11 41º45´20˝N / 28°57´75˝E 72 230

12 41º36´75˝N / 28°13´30˝E 63 246

13 41º43´20˝N / 28°06´20˝E 54 240

14 41º51´90˝N / 28°20´00˝E 64 240

15 42º00´40˝N / 28°33´50˝E 100 80

WB7 41º20´28˝N / 29°80´41˝E 74 95

WB5 41º22´18˝N / 29°54´55˝E 79 84
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oriented in a northeast direction, then turning to the
northwest (Figure 1c). Spreading of the salty
Mediterranean water (36 psu) on the shelf occurs close to
the shelf edge at ~100 m, where the water is diluted to
25 psu (Di Iorio & Yüce 1999).

On the SW shelf, an anticlockwise rotating ‘Rim
current’ flows eastward along the Anatolian coast,
separating cyclonic gyres of the basin centre from
anticyclonic coastal eddies (Oğuz et al. 1992; Sur et al.
1994). Annually 2.8 km3 water and 150,000 tons of
sediment are discharged onto the SW shelf from several
small rivers draining the Thrace peninsula (Hay 1994;
Aksu et al. 2002a).

Materials and Methods

A total of 14 sediment cores were collected with a gravity
corer in August 1999 on board the R. V. Arar of İstanbul
University, Institute of Marine Sciences and Management
(IU-IMSM) from positions located along high frequency
seismic profiles (Figure 1b). Cores WB5 and WB7 were
recovered from the northern exit of the Bosporus in June
1996 on board the NATO Research Vessel Alliance. Core
data are presented in Table 1. 

The sediment cores were sampled at 5 to 10 cm
intervals, depending on the lithological variations. Wet
samples weighing about 20 g were soaked in 10% H2O2

for about 24 hours, and then washed on a 0.063 mm

sieve. The residue was dried in air and later sieved on 2.0,
1.0, 0.5, 0.25, 0.125 and 0.063 mm sieves. After
examining the residue from all the sieves, the great
majority of benthic foraminifera were found on the 0.25
mm sieve. Benthic foraminifera within the < 0.25 mm
size fraction were too small to identify different species.
Hence only specimens from the > 0.25 mm size fraction
were identified and counted. Ostracodes were also
separated from the samples and identified. Mollusc
species were handpicked from the bulk samples, identified
and counted. Broken shell fragments were described as
spp, and counted separately.

Age determination of selected mollusc samples was
carried out by radiocarbon dating at the Isotope
Geochemistry Laboratory of Arizona University and
Geochrone Laboratory (USA) (Table 2). Articulated
mollusc samples, unbroken and clean were selected for
age determination, avoiding old and reworked material. A
reworked Dreissena shell was also dated (17.970 yr BP,
Table 2) in order to have an idea of the age of reworked
material. In this study, reported dates are given as
uncalibrated radiocarbon years BP (yr BP). 

Stratigraphy from the Seismic Profiles 

According to previously published seismic explorations in
the study area, a widespread shelf-crossing erosional
surface separating two units was observed (Aksu et al.



Table 2. Uncalibrated radiocarbon dates obtained from mollusc samples.

Core no Interval in core (cm) Conventional 14C age (yr BP) Material

5 55–60 7280 ± 165 Mytilus sp.

WB7 94–95 7550 + 215/-210 Dreissena sp.

7 130–141 7900 ± 270 Dreissena sp.

10 55–63 11.800 ± 430 Dreissena sp.

13 210–213 5930 ± 200 Dreissena sp.

3 100–110 2435 ± 130 Mytilus sp.

100–110 17.970+545/-510 Dreissena sp.

110–120 4330 + 125/-120 Mytilus sp.
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2002a; Algan et al. 2007). It extends to the shelf edge at
120 m water depth which was the palaeoshore of the
earlier Neoeuxinian Lake phase of the Black Sea. Unit 1
drapes the erosional surface and displays various
depositional features (Figure 2a–c). It is represented by a
thin drape in the westernmost part of the area, and is
widespread across most of the inner and outer shelf with
parallel internal configuration (Algan et al. 2007). In the
eastern part of the study area, close to the Bosporus
channel, Unit 1 consists of depositional bodies having
wavy morphologies and/or irregular bedforms on Lines 6
and 7 (Figure 2c, d). These distinctive features are found
at water depths of 80 to 100 m, grading shoreward to a
thin drape, and were interpreted as shallow water
depositional features (Algan et al. 2007) such as barrier
islands/beaches and sediment ridges, sediment waves, and
current-generated marine bars (Aksu et al. 2002a),
formed during a relatively rapid but progressive sea-level
rise. Aksu et al. (2002a) differentiated Unit 1 into four
subunits, representing lowstand, transgressive and
highstand system tracts. Unit 2 is represented by
seaward-prograding clinoforms at the shelf edge and
indicates various lowstands and subsequent sea level rises
(Algan et al. 2007). 

The majority of the sediment cores collected in this
study represent the uppermost part of Unit 1. Cores 1, 7,
8, 9, 11, and 12 sample the thin drape of Unit 1, whereas
cores 2, 3, 4, and 5 also contain the irregular bedforms
in the easternmost section of the study area, below the
thin drape. This is most conspicuous in the lower part of
cores 2, 3 and 5, by the presence of coarse-grained
and/or thick shelly sediments and the hardness of the

substratum. Core 10 is retrieved from a water depth of
124 m at the shelf edge where Unit 1 becomes very thin
or almost disappears, and could not penetrate farther
than 62 cm due to the hardness of the bottom (Figure
2a). It includes the sediments just above the erosional
surface that separates units 1 and 2. No seismic
information for cores WB5 and WB07 from the Near-
Channel area is available.

Results

In the presentation of results four physiographical areas
are distinguished based on present-day environmental
conditions; Near-Channel, Inner Shelf, Mid-Shelf and
Outer Shelf (Figure 1b). Near-Channel cores represent
also Inner and Mid-Shelf environments, with respect to
their water depths. 

I. Near-Channel Cores 1, 2, WB5 and WB7 were
collected from the shelf adjacent to the Bosporus
Channel, from water depths between 51 and 84
m. 

II. Inner Shelf Cores 7, 12 and 13 represent the Inner
Shelf area between İğneada and Bosporus, with
water depths of 50 to 60 m. 

III. Mid-Shelf Cores 5, 14, 11 and 8 were collected
from water depths of 60 to 80 m between the
Inner and Outer Shelf areas. 

IV. Outer Shelf Cores 3, 4, 15, 9 and 10 were
collected from 100 to 120 m water depth. 
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Lithology and Chronology

The lithological characteristics of the sediment cores are
schematically represented in Figure 3. In general,
relatively coarse-grained sediments with abundant shells
and shell fragments are prevalent in the Near-Channel and
Outer Shelf areas, whereas fine-grained sediments are
common on the Inner and Mid-Shelf. Different from all

other cores, core WB7 from the Near-Channel area
consists entirely of sand-sized material, including
abundant shell fragments. Fine-grained sediments are
composed of dark grey to greenish grey mud, with
laminations and colour bands, particularly in Inner and
Mid-Shelf cores. Shell layers and scattered shells often
occur in the muddy sediments, except in cores 8, 11 and
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14 from the Mid-Shelf. Sandy layers with abundant
broken shells at the base of cores 3 and 5 are indicative
of a shallow water depositional environment where
irregular bedforms shown in seismic profiles were formed
(Figure 2c, d). Core 10 also consists of broken shells with
some fine sand material underlying a surficial dark grey
mud layer, but this core was recovered from the shelf
edge, where an erosional surface is almost exposed to the
sea floor (Figure 2a). At the base this core, a Dreissena
shell gave an age of 11.8 ky BP (Table 2), which is the
oldest age obtained from the available cores in the study
area. This age dates the sequence to the lacustrine-
Neoeuxinic period of the Black Sea. Ages obtained from
the base of Near-Channel (WB7), Inner Shelf (7), and
Mid-Shelf (5) cores vary within a range of 7.3 and 7.9 ky
BP. Core 13 from the Inner Shelf consists of almost
homogeneous mud. Some shell fragments, predominantly
Mytilus, occur close to its base (210–213 cm) and were
dated to 5.9 ky  BP. From shelly layers between 100–
110 and 110–120 cm depth in core 3, two Mytilus shells
gave ages of 2.4 and 4.3 ky BP, respectively. In this layer,
one of the reworked thick-shelled Dreissena shells was
dated to ~18 ky BP. 

Faunal Characteristics and Vertical Distribution of
Benthic Assemblages

Vertical distribution of dominant benthic foraminiferal
and mollusc species in selected cores from the four
physiographical areas are presented in Figures 4 to 11,
while distribution of ostracod species are summarized in
the text below and in Table 3. From these distribution
patterns, three different benthic faunal assemblages were
distinguished (Figure 12). Each assemblage differs from
the others in terms of relative abundance, diversity and
affinity of the faunal groups. Additionally, similarities in
vertical distribution pattern of these parameters in cores
are also considered. The full list of taxa for each
assemblage is documented in Table 3. Faunal data are
given in Supplements 1 and 2.

BF1: This benthic faunal assemblage is widespread in
the area. It is dominated by Ammonia, and includes
euryhaline mollusc and mesohaline ostracod groups. Total
benthic foraminiferal abundance is very high (> 2000
specimens per 20 g, Supplement 1) throughout cores 1
and 2 from the Near-Channel area (Figure 4b), reaching
maximum abundances at the top, whereas diversity is
constant. Cores WB5 and WB7 have a lower foraminiferal

abundance, but a high diversity (Figure 4a, Supplement
1). The foraminiferal fauna is dominated by Ammonia
compacta, together with relatively abundant
Quinqueloculina seminula, Lobatula lobatula and some
Elphidium and Pyrgo species, and low quantities of
Textularia, Triloculina, Lobatula, Rosalina, and
Cribroelphidium. These are mainly Mediterranean
immigrant species. 

In general, abundance and diversity of BF1 in the
Inner Shelf sediments is lower, compared to that of Near-
Channel sediments. In core 12 from the Inner Shelf area,
benthic foraminiferal abundance is low from the surface
to 140 cm depth, ranging from 1 to 150 specimens per
20 g, and the assemblage consists of A. compacta and a
few A. tepida (Figure 5a). Below this depth, benthic
foraminifera increase to 500 specimens per 20 g and are
dominated by A. compacta, however this increase is not
consistent downward. The number of species (NS) does
not indicate a significant change. In core 7, the BF1
assemblage is recognized by a sharp increase in
foraminiferal abundance (~1900 specimens per 20 g)
between 60 cm and 70 cm, decreasing toward the upper
part (15 cm) of the core. A similar pattern can be noticed
in NS (Figure 5b). A. compacta is the most common
foraminifer in the BF1 assemblage of core 7, occurring
together with other species as Quinqueloculina seminula,
Q. cf. anguina, and A. parasovica. 

In the Mid-Shelf area, the BF1 assemblage is
represented by sporadic occurrences of three species of
Ammonia in cores 8, 11 and 14 (Supplement 1, Figure
7a–c). In core 5 foraminiferal abundance as well as
diversity are generally high, with dominance of A.
compacta. Quinqueloculina seminula and Elphidium
macellum are also abundant. Both foraminiferal
abundance and NS decrease in the upper 15 cm of core 5. 

In the Outer Shelf, this assemblage is characterized by
low foraminiferal abundance, with the exception of core 3
(Figure 9a–c). Foraminiferal abundance does not exceed
50 specimens throughout core 9 and in the upper part of
cores 4 and 15 (Supplement 1). The topmost 10 cm of
core 10 contains only 2 specimens per 20 g of E.
punctatum (Supplement 1). In core 3 foraminiferal
abundance increases from 90 cm to 40 cm (Figure 9a). A.
parasovica is dominant in the upper 90 cm, whereas A.
compacta is abundant in the lower part. NS increases
below this interval. On the contrary, in core 4 A.
parasovica is abundant below 140 cm (Figure 9c). The
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Figure 11. Vertical distribution of molluscs in core 10 from the Outer-Shelf. Horizontal axis indicates relative abundance in percentage. NS– number
of species, TP– total pelecypoda; TG– total gastropoda.

abundances of A. compacta and A. parasovica display
opposite trends in the upper 140 cm. NS is relatively high
in this part of the core, with low numbers of Pyrgo and
Quinqueloculina species. The opposite trends of A.
compacta and A. parasovica can also be noticed in core 15
(Figure 9b).

The mollusc fauna is dominated by pelecypoda in core
2 from the Near-Channel (Figure 4c, d, Supplement 2)
and represented by Parvicardium exiguum, Spisula (S)
subtruncata triangula, and Scrobicularia plana, together
with a few Nucula nucleus, Mytilus sp., Chione (C.)
gallina, Corbula gibba, while relatively common
gastropoda are Hydrobia acuta, Bittium desayesi and
Calyptraea chinensis. In cores WB7 and 2 there are also
Dreissena polymorpha (Supplement 2) with very thick-
walled shells, strongly suggesting that they are reworked.
Radiocarbon dating from such a Dreissena shell from core
3 confirms this view, yielding an age of ~ 18 ky BP (Table

2). Gastropod fauna occurs in low quantity or is absent in
cores 1, WB5 and WB7, and is represented mainly by B.
desayesi, B. latreilli and H. acuta (Supplement 2). 

B. desayesi, B. latreilli, P. exiguum and S. subtruncata
are common in core 13 (Supplement 2) and in the 15–70
cm interval of core 7 (Figure 6b, c) from the Inner Shelf.
The sharp fluctuations in the vertical distribution of
mollusc fauna correspond with the lithological changes
between shelly layers and grey mud (Figure 3).

In general, molluscs occur only sporadically in Mid-
Shelf cores (Supplement 2), however H. acuta and Mytilus
sp. are relatively abundant in core 5 (Figure 8). 

Modiolus species and H. acuta are common in cores
from the Outer Shelf (Figure 10; Supplement 2). H. acuta
is the most common gastropod in the upper 100 cm of
core 3. The other mollusca are Modiolus phaseolinus, P.
exiguum, S. subtruncata triangula, S. plana, B. latreilli,
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Trophon muricatus and Retusa truncatula in the shelly
layers of core 3 (Figure 10a, b). 

Ostracods are represented predominantly by
mesohaline forms of Mediterranean-Atlantic origin, such
as Loxoconcha agilis, Carinocythereis carinata,
Hiltermannicythere emaciata, Callistocythere pallida, C.
carinata, Costa edwardsii, Ptherigocythereis jonesii and
Paracypris polita (Table 3). 

BF2: This assemblage is characterized by a mixed
fauna of low salinity (brackish) and high salinity (marine)
environment, particularly for what concerns the mollusc
and ostracod groups. Dreissena polymorpha, D.
rostriformis, and M. caspia caspia are species of Caspian
Sea origin (Chepalyga 2007), preferring 0.5–3.5 ‰ in
the Black Sea (Liakhnovich et al. 1994) and tolerating a
maximum of 6‰ salinity in the Baltic Sea (Jarvekulg
1979). Dreissena rostriformis distincta does not live
presently in the Black Sea basin, except in the estuaries of
the rivers Dniester, Dnieper and Don (Arkhangel’sky &
Strakhov 1938). 

On the inner shelf, mollusc fauna consists of fresh-
brackish D. polymorpha, D. rostriformis distincta and
Monodacna caspia caspia, and marine M. edulis and P.
exiguum, below 70 cm of core 7 (Figure 6c) and below
220 cm of core 13 (Supplement 2). The Near-Channel
core WB7 also contains this assemblage in its lower part
(Supplement 2). However, the boundary of BF2 is
indistinguishable due to presences of old Dreissena shells
throughout the core (Figure 12). On the Mid-Shelf this
assemblage is present only in core 5 (Figure 8a), while
cores 8, 11 and 14 contain only few molluscs
(Supplement 2). The lower part (50 to 65 cm) of core 5
contains Mytilus and D. polymorpha. In the Outer Shelf,
the BF2 assemblage is present in cores 4 (Supplement 2)
and 15 (Figure 10c).

A similar mixture can be observed amongst the
ostracod group. Low salinity tolerant-brackish
Tyrrhenocythere amnicola and Candona angulata
(Carbonel 1983; Krstic 1977) and mesohaline,
Mediterranean-Atlantic species Callistocythere pallida,
Carinocythereis carinata, Hiltermannicythere emaciata,
Loxoconcha agilis and Xestoleberis depressa (Nazik et al.
1999) occur together in this assemblage (Table 3).

The foraminiferal fauna of BF2 has a lower diversity
than the overlying BF1 assemblage (Table 3). A.
parasovica is the most dominant foraminifer in this
assemblage, instead of A. compacta which dominates the

upper assemblage in cores 7 (Figure 5b) and 4 (Figure
9c), and is relatively abundant in core 5 (Figure 7a). 

BF3: Fauna consists of predominantly brackish
mollusc species (Neoeuxinic fauna) and is found only in
core 10 collected from the outer shelf (Figure 11). Only
few foraminifera (Supplement 1) are found in this
assemblage. Mollusc fauna consists of abundant D.
rostriformis distincta, including many fragments, and the
fresh-brackish water species Theodoxus fluviatilis.
Prevailing ostracoda are Ponto-Caspian taxa such as
Euxinocythere sp., Candona (Caspiolla) sp., Candona
(Metacandona) sp., Candona (Typhlocypris) sp., Candona
angulata and Tyrrhenocythere (Table 3). Tyrrhenocythere
is a fresh-brackish genus and prefers shallow water
depths (<30 m) with shelly substratum and presently lives
in the Caspian Sea, Baltic Sea, and Lake Aral. 

Discussion

Three different benthic assemblages (Figure 12) in the
sediments from the SW Black Sea shelf reflect changing
bottom water conditions. The topmost assemblage BF1 is
characterized by high faunal abundance and diversity in
the Near-Channel cores, diminishing toward the shelf
further away from the channel. Ammonia compacta,
Quinqueloculina seminula, Elphidium macellum and
Lobatula lobatula are the most common species, whilst
Triloculina adriatica, Pyrgo anomala, Textularia
aglutinans, T. bocki sparsely occur in Near-Channel cores
(Supplement 1). However, in the shelf sediments,
foraminiferal fauna of this assemblage generally displays
low diversity and low abundance and consists of A.
compacta, A. tepida and A. parasovica. Cores 8, 11, 14
from the Mid-Shelf (Figure 7b, c; Supplement 1) and core
12 from the Inner Shelf (Figure 5a) and core 9 from the
Outer Shelf (Supplement 1) contain only these species. A.
compacta is a polyhaline species (≥ 18 ‰, Yanko 1990)
and found in the north and northwest of the Black Sea in
water depths ranging from 71 to 220 m, and is also
abundant in the shelf areas of the Caspian Sea at 36–70
m depths. A. tepida and A. parasovica are euryhaline
species (1–26 ‰, Yanko 1990). The present day benthic
foraminiferal fauna of the Black Sea shelf is dominated by
the Ammonia genus (Yanko 1990). Meriç et al. (2001)
found a low-diverse recent benthic foraminiferal
assemblage, investigating surface sediments of the shelf
area between Kilyos and Amasra (Figure 1).
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The diversity of the mollusc fauna in the Near-Channel
and Inner Shelf cores is high (Figures 4c, d, and 6b, c),
becoming lower in the Mid-Shelf and Outer Shelf cores
(Figures 8 & 10). S. subtrancata triangula, S. plana, P.
exiguum, Corbula (V.) gibba, H. acuta, and B. desayesi are
abundant in the Near-Channel and Inner Shelf cores.
Modiolus phaseolinus and Retusa truncatula become
relatively abundant in the Outer Shelf cores. Albayrak
(2003) studied the mollusc fauna of the recent sediments
from the shelf area to the west and east of the Bosporus
exit to a water depth of 65 m. The diversity of the
mollusc fauna was highest in the 11–20 m depth zone,
decreasing to 2–3 species in the 41–60 m depth zone
which partly corresponds to the Inner Shelf area of this
study. S. subtruncata was the most widespread species in
this zone as observed in BF1 of Inner Shelf cores.

The Mediterranean lower water layer is the apparent
source for species-rich and abundant euryhaline
Mediterranean benthic fauna observed in the Near-
Channel area. Sedimentological effects, such as
winnowing out of fine-grained sediment in the Near-
Channel area and concentration of coarse-grained
sediments containing abundant foraminifera, can not
explain this distribution pattern. Cores collected from the
Near-Channel area are away from the main channel,
where strong currents occur. Besides, they consist of
different lithologies (Figure 3), but consistently have
higher abundance of foraminifera as compared to other
cores. At present, the saline Mediterranean lower layer
enters the Black Sea following the Bosporus channel.
Although the plume spreads laterally at the outer shelf,
the main part of it is transported into the deep basin (Latif
et al. 1991; Di Irio & Yüce 1999). Therefore, BF1 must
be considered to reflect the source effect of the saline
Mediterranean lower layer issuing forth from the
Bosporus, reducing in strength at more distal areas.
Radiocarbon dates obtained from the base of BF1 in core
13 suggest that it started at ~6 ky BP (Figure 12). In the
Mid-Shelf, the low diversity of both the foraminiferal and
mollusc fauna of BF1 are comparable to those found in
recent sediments in the study area, suggesting that it
represents conditions close to present-day relatively low
salinity (Yanko 1990; Meriç et al. 2001; Albayrak 2003).
Within the BF1 assemblage, a different fauna is observed
in the upper 90 cm of core 3 and in core 15 from the
Outer Shelf (Figure 9a, b), with dominance of A.
parasovica, as in the BF2 assemblage. However, mixed
mollusc and ostracod fauna are not present in core 3 and

in the upper 50 cm of core 15 and hence they cannot be
considered as BF2. A. parasovica is a euryhaline species
and hence can tolerate a wide range of salinity conditions,
compared to the polyhaline A. compacta. Therefore, this
sharp change in the foraminiferal fauna might indicate a
salinity change in the bottom water. Two radiocarbon
ages obtained from Mytilus shells in core 3 range between
~2.4 and 4.3 ky BP (Table 2), indicating the approximate
date of this change. The presence of reworked and old
Dreissena shells (Table 2) between the dated layers
suggests an erosional event, although the resolution of
seismic profiles is not adequate to verify this (Figure 2d).
The oldest date of the Mytilus shell can be considered to
represent the date of this change. 

Benthic assemblage BF2 which is a mixture of two
different affinities indicates the beginning of the marine
conditions in the brackish Neoeuxinic basin. Although A.
compacta is the most common species in this assemblage,
A. parasovica becomes dominant in the Outer Shelf (core
4, Figure 9c) and is relatively abundant in the Inner Shelf
core 7 (Figure 5b) and Mid-shelf core 5 (Figure 7a). The
ages obtained from the layer containing BF2 in cores
WB7, 5 and 7 vary between 7.3 to 7.9 ky BP (Figure 12).
Although no sediment cores reached the lower boundary
of this benthic assemblage, it must date from earlier than
7.9 ky BP, because of the salinity threshold which is
necessary for the adaptation of euryhaline taxa after the
first incursion of Mediterranean water. This finding
supports previously published datings of Mediterranean
water intrusion into the Black Sea, varying from 8.2 ky to
9.5 ky BP (Ryan et al. 2003; Major et al. 2006; Ivanova
et al. 2007; Yanko-Hombach 2007). 

The BF3 assemblage clearly reflects the fresh-brackish
condition of the Neoeuxinic basin, before the
Mediterranean intrusion. The age determination from a
Dreissena shell confirms that it corresponds to the
Neoeuxinian period.

In the traditional Late Quaternary stratigraphical
scheme of the Black Sea sediments established by former
Soviet Union scientists, the Holocene is divided into four
phases, consisting of regressions and transgressions
within a range of about 1 to 20 m (Arkhangel’sky &
Strakhov 1938; Nevesskaya 1965; Fedorov 1978;
Balabanov et al. 1981), based on the faunal contents of
the sediments from the NW, north and NE shelf areas of
the Black Sea. However, Kaplin & Selivanov (2004)
reconstructed fluctuations of relative sea level caused by
variations in river discharge in response to climatic
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changes on the Russian Plain during the middle and late
Holocene. These fluctuations were on the order of several
metres with four high sea level stands at about 7.5, 7–6,
5.5–4.5, and 2.2–1.7 ky BP. Nevertheless, we refrain
from making a correlation, since the faunal assemblages
identified in their study are not strongly comparable with
those described in the present study, except their
affinities. This might be due to regional variations in the
benthic faunal content of shelf sediments of the Black Sea
(Yanko 1990). More detailed investigation of the benthic
fauna in the study area is necessary to integrate it into a
wider context.

Based on the observation of lateral variations in the
benthic faunal assemblage, H. acuta and M. phaseolinus
seem to prefer the Outer Shelf where water depths are
greater than 80 m, while B. desayesi and S. subtruncata
triangula are characteristic species for the Inner and Mid-
Shelf environments of the SW Black Sea. 

The findings of this study may not directly serve to
resolve the mode of the last connection with the
Mediterranean Sea, because these data do not show at
what depth the sea level in the Black Sea was when the
Mediterranean water penetrated in the early Holocene.
BF1 point to sea level changes at about 6 ky BP after its
initial penetration earlier than 8 ky BP. At about 6 ky BP,
the rate of global sea level rise was reduced (Fairbanks
1989; Bard et al. 1996) with the stabilization of the
global eustasy (Pirazzoli 2005). The dominance of A.
parasovica might be a sign for reduced salinity conditions
at the Outer Shelf after ~4 ky BP. 

Conclusions

Three benthic faunal assemblages were identified in
sediment cores collected from the SW shelf area of the
Black Sea, reflecting the transition from the termination
of the Neoeuxinian Lake phase to recent conditions. BF1

displays high faunal abundance and diversity in the Near-
Channel area, indicating the influence of saline
Mediterranean lower layer. Decreasing abundance and
diversity in the shelf sediments away from the Near-
Channel, is a response to relatively low-saline conditions
which are comparable to the present-day bottom
conditions in the SW Black Sea shelf. BF1 started to be
deposited at about 6 ky BP. On the Outer Shelf, changing
foraminiferal faunal content might be a sign of relatively
low salinity conditions in the bottom water, established
after ~4 ky BP. The mixed occurrence of two different
affinities in assemblage BF2 indicates a transitional
condition, from fresh-brackish lake phase to marine
conditions, which occurred before ~8 ky BP. The mixture
of two affinities is more pronounced in the mollusc fauna
which is characterized by the co-existence of marine
pelecypoda Mytilaster, Mytilus and Parvicardium and
brackish pelecypoda M. caspia caspia, D. polymorpha and
D. rostriformis distincta. BF3 corresponds to the
Neoeuxinian phase of the Black Sea.
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Foraminiferal data of the studied cores from the SW Black Sea shelf (Data of cores
5, WB5 and WB7 are given as separate tables below, due to their higher diversity).
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 Core number (depth-cm) 

Ammoscalaria runiana (Heron-Allen & 

Earland) 

Textulaira agglutinans (d'Orbigny) 

Textularia bockiHöglund 

Quinqueloculina cf. anguina (Terquem) 

Quinqueloculina seminula (Linné) 

Quincueloculina sp. 

Pyrgo anomala anomala  (Schlumberger) 

Pyrgo elongata (d’Orbigny) 

Pyrgo inornata  (d’Orbigny) 

Pyrgo williamsoni (Silvestri) 

Pyrgo sp. 

Triloculina adriatica Le Calvez ,  J. & Y. 

Triloculina sp. 

Polymorphina sp. 

Lobatula Lobatula (Walker  and Jacob) 

Lobatula sp. 

Ammonia compacta Hofker 

Ammonia parasovica Stschedrina & Mayer 

Ammonia parkinsoniana (d'Orbigny) 

Ammonia tepida Cushman 

Ammonia sp. 

Cribroelphidium decipiens (Costa) 

Elphidium granosum (d’Orbigny) 

Elphidium macellum (Fichtel & Moll) 

Elphidium punctatum (Terquem) 

Elphidium sp. 

Total Benthic Foraminifera (TBF)l 

Benthic Assemblages 
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 Core number (depth-cm) 
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BENTHIC ASSEMBLAGES OF THE BLACK SEA SHELF
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BENTHIC ASSEMBLAGES OF THE BLACK SEA SHELF

 Core number (depth-cm) 

Ammoscalaria runiana (Heron-Allen & 

Earland) 

Textulaira agglutinans (d'Orbigny) 

Textularia bockiHöglund 

Quinqueloculina cf. anguina (Terquem) 

Quinqueloculina seminula (Linné) 

Quincueloculina sp. 

Pyrgo anomala anomala  (Schlumberger) 

Pyrgo elongata (d’Orbigny) 

Pyrgo inornata  (d’Orbigny) 

Pyrgo williamsoni (Silvestri) 

Pyrgo sp. 

Triloculina adriatica Le Calvez ,  J. & Y. 

Triloculina sp. 

Polymorphina sp. 

Lobatula Lobatula (Walker  and Jacob) 

Lobatula sp. 

Ammonia compacta Hofker 

Ammonia parasovica Stschedrina & Mayer

Ammonia parkinsoniana (d'Orbigny) 

Ammonia tepida Cushman 

Ammonia sp. 

Cribroelphidium decipiens (Costa) 

Elphidium granosum (d’Orbigny) 

Elphidium macellum (Fichtel & Moll) 

Elphidium punctatum (Terquem) 

Elphidium sp. 

Total Benthic Foraminifera (TBF)l 

Benthic Assemblages 
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D. ONGAN ET AL.

 Core number (depth-cm) 

Ammoscalaria runiana (Heron-Allen & 

Earland) 

Textulaira agglutinans (d'Orbigny) 

Textularia bockiHöglund 

Quinqueloculina cf. anguina (Terquem) 

Quinqueloculina seminula (Linné) 

Quincueloculina sp. 

Pyrgo anomala anomala  (Schlumberger) 

Pyrgo elongata (d’Orbigny) 

Pyrgo inornata  (d’Orbigny) 

Pyrgo williamsoni (Silvestri) 

Pyrgo sp. 

Triloculina adriatica Le Calvez ,  J. & Y. 

Triloculina sp. 

Polymorphina sp. 

Lobatula Lobatula (Walker  and Jacob) 

Lobatula sp. 

Ammonia compacta Hofker 

Ammonia parasovica Stschedrina & Mayer

Ammonia parkinsoniana (d'Orbigny) 

Ammonia tepida Cushman 

Ammonia sp. 

Cribroelphidium decipiens (Costa) 

Elphidium granosum (d’Orbigny) 

Elphidium macellum (Fichtel & Moll) 

Elphidium punctatum (Terquem) 

Elphidium sp. 

Total Benthic Foraminifera (TBF)l 

Benthic Assemblages 
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BENTHIC ASSEMBLAGES OF THE BLACK SEA SHELF

 Core number (depth-cm) 

Ammoscalaria runiana (Heron-Allen & 

Earland) 

Textulaira agglutinans (d'Orbigny) 

Textularia bockiHöglund 

Quinqueloculina cf. anguina (Terquem) 

Quinqueloculina seminula (Linné) 

Quincueloculina sp. 

Pyrgo anomala anomala  (Schlumberger) 

Pyrgo elongata (d’Orbigny) 

Pyrgo inornata  (d’Orbigny) 

Pyrgo williamsoni (Silvestri) 

Pyrgo sp. 

Triloculina adriatica Le Calvez ,  J. & Y. 

Triloculina sp. 

Polymorphina sp. 

Lobatula Lobatula (Walker  and Jacob) 

Lobatula sp. 

Ammonia compacta Hofker 

Ammonia parasovica Stschedrina & Mayer

Ammonia parkinsoniana (d'Orbigny) 

Ammonia tepida Cushman 

Ammonia sp. 

Cribroelphidium decipiens (Costa) 

Elphidium granosum (d’Orbigny) 

Elphidium macellum (Fichtel & Moll) 

Elphidium punctatum (Terquem) 

Elphidium sp. 

Total Benthic Foraminifera (TBF)l 

Benthic Assemblages 
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D. ONGAN ET AL.

 Core number (depth-cm) 

Ammoscalaria runiana (Heron-Allen & 

Earland) 

Textulaira agglutinans (d'Orbigny) 

Textularia bockiHöglund 

Quinqueloculina cf. anguina (Terquem) 

Quinqueloculina seminula (Linné) 

Quincueloculina sp. 

Pyrgo anomala anomala  (Schlumberger) 

Pyrgo elongata (d’Orbigny) 

Pyrgo inornata  (d’Orbigny) 

Pyrgo williamsoni (Silvestri) 

Pyrgo sp. 

Triloculina adriatica Le Calvez ,  J. & Y. 

Triloculina sp. 

Polymorphina sp. 

Lobatula Lobatula (Walker  and Jacob) 

Lobatula sp. 

Ammonia compacta Hofker 

Ammonia parasovica Stschedrina & Mayer

Ammonia parkinsoniana (d'Orbigny) 

Ammonia tepida Cushman 

Ammonia sp. 

Cribroelphidium decipiens (Costa) 

Elphidium granosum (d’Orbigny) 

Elphidium macellum (Fichtel & Moll) 

Elphidium punctatum (Terquem) 

Elphidium sp. 

Total Benthic Foraminifera (TBF)l 
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BENTHIC ASSEMBLAGES OF THE BLACK SEA SHELF

 Core number (depth-cm) 

Ammoscalaria runiana (Heron-Allen & 

Earland) 

Textulaira agglutinans (d'Orbigny) 

Textularia bockiHöglund 

Quinqueloculina cf. anguina (Terquem) 

Quinqueloculina seminula (Linné) 

Quincueloculina sp. 

Pyrgo anomala anomala  (Schlumberger) 

Pyrgo elongata (d’Orbigny) 

Pyrgo inornata  (d’Orbigny) 

Pyrgo williamsoni (Silvestri) 

Pyrgo sp. 

Triloculina adriatica Le Calvez ,  J. & Y. 
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Polymorphina sp. 

Lobatula Lobatula (Walker  and Jacob) 
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Ammonia compacta Hofker 

Ammonia parasovica Stschedrina & Mayer

Ammonia parkinsoniana (d'Orbigny) 

Ammonia tepida Cushman 
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Cribroelphidium decipiens (Costa) 

Elphidium granosum (d’Orbigny) 

Elphidium macellum (Fichtel & Moll) 

Elphidium punctatum (Terquem) 
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Total Benthic Foraminifera (TBF)l 

Benthic Assemblages 
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 Core number (depth-cm) 

Ammoscalaria runiana (Heron-Allen & 

Earland) 

Textulaira agglutinans (d'Orbigny) 

Textularia bockiHöglund 

Quinqueloculina cf. anguina (Terquem) 

Quinqueloculina seminula (Linné) 

Quincueloculina sp. 

Pyrgo anomala anomala  (Schlumberger) 

Pyrgo elongata (d’Orbigny) 

Pyrgo inornata  (d’Orbigny) 

Pyrgo williamsoni (Silvestri) 

Pyrgo sp. 

Triloculina adriatica Le Calvez ,  J. & Y. 

Triloculina sp. 

Polymorphina sp. 

Lobatula Lobatula (Walker  and Jacob) 

Lobatula sp. 

Ammonia compacta Hofker 

Ammonia parasovica Stschedrina & Mayer

Ammonia parkinsoniana (d'Orbigny) 

Ammonia tepida Cushman 

Ammonia sp. 

Cribroelphidium decipiens (Costa) 

Elphidium granosum (d’Orbigny) 

Elphidium macellum (Fichtel & Moll) 

Elphidium punctatum (Terquem) 

Elphidium sp. 

Total Benthic Foraminifera (TBF)l 

Benthic Assemblages 
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Core 5 (depth - cm) 

Ammoscalaria runiana (Heron-Allen & Earland) 

Textularia agglutinans (d’Orbigny) 

Adolosina medeitterranensis (Le Calvez, J. & Y.) 

Adelosina sp. 

Massilina gualtieriana (d’Orbigny) 

Quinqueloculina cf. anguina (Terquem) 

Quinqueloculina laevigata d’Orbigny 

Quinqueloculina cf. lamarckiana (d’Orbigny) 

Quinqueloculina seminula (Linné) 

Quincueloculina spp. 

Pseudotriloculina rotunda (d’Orbigny) 

Pyrgo anomala (Schlumberger) 

Pyrgo elongata(d’Orbigny) 

Pyrgo inornata (d’Orbigny) 

Pyrgo sp. 

Triloculina adriatica (Le Calvez, J. & Y.) 

Polymorphina sp. 

Uvigerina mederranea Hofker 

Valvulineria bradyana (Fornasini) 

Lobatula Lobatula (Walker & Jacob) 

Lobatula spp. 

Planorbulina mediterranensis d’Orbigny 

Ammonia compacta Hofker 

Ammonia parasovica Stshedrina & Mayer 

Ammonia tepida Cushman 

Ammonia spp. 

Elphidium macellum (Fichtel & Moll) 

Elphidium spp. 

Total Benthic Foraminifera (TBF) 

Benthic Assemblages 

5
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

1
0

 
3

 
 

 
 

 
2

9
 

1
5

 
 

4
7

0
 

5
 

4
 

4
 

1
2

 
6

 
1

 
6

 
 

 
 

6
0

 
8

 
2

 
1

3
1

7
 

2
8

 
3

9
 

2
1

 
3

1
5

 
1

4
 

2
3

5
9

 

1
5

 
 

 
1

 
1

 
3

 
3

1
 

2
 

 
8

3
2

 
4

2
 

 
1

 
3

 
 

 
3

 
 

 
 

2
6

 
3

 
 

1
0

1
8

 
1

7
 

2
3

 
1

9
 

8
4

6
 

3
2

 
2

9
0

3
 

2
0

 
 

 
 

1
 

 
1

2
 

1
1

 
 

3
5

7
 

6
5

 
 

3
 

5
 

1
 

 
4

 
 

 
 

2
3

 
5

 
 

1
1

7
9

 
2

0
 

1
1

 
2

4
 

1
2

4
 

1
2

 
1

8
5

7
 

2
5

 
 

 
 

1
 

 
8

 
4

 
 

2
7

7
 

2
5

 
 

4
 

6
 

2
 

 
3

 
 

 
3

 
1

0
 

2
 

 
9

0
5

 
1

5
 

6
 

2
1

 
2

2
 

7
 

1
3

2
1

 

3
0

 
 

1
 

 
 

 
5

 
2

 
 

2
6

1
 

3
1

 
1

 
2

 
2

3
 

2
 

 
1

 
1

 
 

 
5

 
 

 
8

3
5

 
8

 
9

 
2

3
 

2
8

 
1

4
 

1
2

5
2

 

3
5

 
 

 
 

 
 

5
 

1
 

 
4

7
 

1
1

 
 

1
 

3
 

1
 

 
 

 
 

 
3

9
 

6
 

 
7

3
8

 
2

5
 

8
 

3
1

 
6

 
3

 
9

2
5

 

4
0

 
 

 
 

 
 

3
5

 
2

 
 

1
2

 
5

0
 

 
 

1
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

8
 

2
 

 
7

9
2

 
4

2
 

5
 

2
5

 
7

 
2

 
9

8
3

 

4
5

 
 

 
 

 
 

5
1

 
6

 
 

2
2

 
7

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

1
 

 
1

 
 

 
7

7
6

 
4

0
 

8
 

1
2

 
7

 
1

 
9

3
2

 

B
F
1

b
 

5
0

 
 

 
 

 
 

5
4

3
 

1
 

3
 

4
4

 
1

1
 

 
1

 
3

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

7
5

7
 

1
5

9
 

5
5

 
3

2
 

2
 

 
1

6
1

1
 

5
5

 
 

 
 

 
 

1
2

8
 

 
4

 
2

1
 

5
6

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
6

2
1

 
2

8
6

 
1

0
4

 
2

1
 

3
 

 
1

2
4

4
 

6
0

 
 

 
 

 
 

1
5

0
 

 
4

 
4

4
 

9
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

5
7

2
 

1
9

4
 

5
3

 
1

2
 

4
 

 
1

0
4

2
 

6
5

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

1
7

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
3

7
5

 
1

1
 

9
 

5
 

1
3

 
 

4
3

0
 

B
F
2

 



277

D. ONGAN ET AL.

Core WB5 (depth-cm) 

Eggerelloides advenus (Cushman) 

Spiroplectammina sagittula (d’Orbigny) 

Textularia agglutinans d’Orbigny 

Textularia pala Czjzek 

Textularia sp. 

Adelosina elegans (Williamson) 

Adelosina spp. 

Quinqueloculina annestencs (Schkumberger) 

Quinqueloculina berthelotiana d’Orbigny 

Quinqueloculina  laevigata d’Orbigny 

Quinqueloculina  limbata d’Orbigny 

Quinqueloculina seminula (Linné) 

Quinqueloculina cf. anguina (Terquem) 

Miliolinella cf. labiosa (d’Orbigny) 

Miliolinella subrotunda (Montagu) 

Pyrgo elongata (d’Orbigny) 

Pyrgo inornata (d’Orbigny) 

Triloculina adriatica Le Calvez, J. ve Y. 

Triloculina sp. 

Stomatorbina sp. 

Lobatula Lobatula (Walker & Jacob) 

Rosalina floridensis (Cushman) 

Rosalina sp. 

Planorbulina mediterranensis d’Orbigny 

Ammonia compacta Hofker 

 

Ammonia parasovica Stshedrina & Mayer 

Ammonia tepida Cushman 

Elphidium macellum (Fichtel & Moll) 

Elphidium sp 

Total Benthic  

Foraminifera (TBF) 

Benthic Assemblages 
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Core WB7 (depth-cm) 

Spiroplectammina sagittula (d’Orbigny) 

Spiroplectammina cf. staiwanica Chang 

Spiroplectammina wrightii (Silvestri) 

Textularia agglutinans d’Orbigny 

Textularia bocki Höglund 

Textularia calva Lalicker 

Textularia conica d’Orbigny 

Textularia sp. 

Textularia spp. 

Adelosina cliarensis (Heron-Allen & Earland) 

Adelosina sp. 

Adelosina spp. 

Spiroloculina depressa d’Orbigny 

Lachlanella bicornis (Walker & Jacob) 

Lachlanella sp. 

Quinqueloculina cf. anguina (Terquem) 

Quinqueloculina annectens (Schkumberger) 

Quinqueloculina laevigata d’Orbigny 

Quinqueloculina  lamarckiana d’Orbigny 

Quinqueloculina lata (Terquem) 

Quinqueloculina limbata d’Orbigny 

Quinqueloculina seminula (Linné) 

Quinqueloculina cf. ungeriana d’Orbigny 

Quinqueloculina cf. viennensis Le Calvez, J. & Y. 

Quinqueloculina vulgaris d’Orbigny 

Quincueloculina sp. 

Miliolinella dilatata (d’Orbigny) 

Miliolinella cf. labiosa (d’Orbigny) 

Miliolinella subrotunda (Montagu) 
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Core WB7 (continued, depth-cm) 

Pyrgo elongata (d’Orbigny) 

Pyrgo anomala (Schlumberger) 

Pyrgo inornata (d’Orbigny) 

Pyrgo sp. 

Triloculina adriatica Le Calvez, J.& Y. 

Triloculina sp. 

Parrina bradyi (Millett) 

Polymorphina sp. 

Eponides concameratus (Williamson) 

Stomatorbina sp. 

Rosalina bradyi Cushman 

Rosalina floridensis Cushman 

Rosalina sp. 

Lobatula Lobatula (Walker & Jacob) 

Lobatula sp. 

Hanzawaia sp. 

Ammonia beccarii (Linné) 

Ammonia compacta Hofker 

Ammonia parasovica Stshedrina & Mayer

Ammonia parkinsoniana (d’Orbigny) 

Ammonia tepida Cushman 

Elphidium macellum (Fichtel & Moll) 

Total Benthic  

Foraminifera (TBF) 

Benthic Assemblages 
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Appendix 2a

Pelecypoda data of the studied cores from the SW Black Sea shelf.
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Core numbers (depth-cm) 

Nucula (N.) nucleus (Linne) 

Modiolus adriaticus (Lamarck) 

Modiolus phaseolinus (Philippi) 

Modiolus sp. 

Mytilaster sp. 

Mytilaster lineatus (Gmelin) 

Mytilus edulis (Linne) 

Mytilus galloprovincialis (Lamark) 

Mytilus sp. 

Lucinella divaricata (Linne) 

Thyasira flexuosa (Montagu) 

Acanthocardia paucicostata 
(Sowerby) 

Cardium sp. 

Cardium (p.) papillosum smile 
Mil. 

Cerastoderma sp. 

Cerastoderma edule (Linne) 

Parvicardium exiguum (Gmelin) 

Monodacna caspia caspia 
(Eichwaldi) 

Spisula sp. 

Spisula (S.) subtruncata  
triangula (Renier) 

Scrobicularia sp. 

Scrobicularia plana (da Costa) 

Abra alba (W. Wood) 

Dreissena polymorpha (Palas) 

Dreissena rostriformis distincta 

Andrussow 

Dreissena sp. 

Chione (C.) gallina (Linne) 

Dosinia lupinus (Linne) 

Gafrarium (C.) minimum 
(Montagu) 

Paphia sp. 

Paphia rugata rugata (B.D.D.) 

Paphia (P.) senescans (Cocconi) 

Paphia (P.) discrepans  
discrepans (Mil.) 

Paphia (P.) discrepans anapensis 
Neveskaja 

Pitar (P.) rudis (Poli) 

Corbula (V.) gibba (Olivi) 

Total Pelecypoda (TP) 

Benthic Assemblages 
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Core numbers (depth-cm) 

Nucula (N.) nucleus (Linne) 

Modiolus adriaticus (Lamarck) 

Modiolus phaseolinus (Philippi) 

Modiolus sp. 

Mytilaster sp. 

Mytilaster lineatus (Gmelin) 

Mytilus edulis (Linne) 

Mytilus galloprovincialis (Lamark)

Mytilus sp. 

Lucinella divaricata (Linne) 

Thyasira flexuosa (Montagu) 

Acanthocardia paucicostata 
(Sowerby) 

Cardium sp. 

Cardium (p.) papillosum smile 
Mil. 

Cerastoderma sp. 

Cerastoderma edule (Linne) 

Parvicardium exiguum (Gmelin) 

Monodacna caspia caspia 
(Eichwaldi) 

Spisula sp. 

Spisula (S.) subtruncata  
triangula (Renier) 

Scrobicularia sp. 

Scrobicularia plana (da Costa) 

Abra alba (W. Wood) 

Dreissena polymorpha (Palas) 

Dreissena rostriformis distincta 

Andrussow 

Dreissena sp. 

Chione (C.) gallina (Linne) 

Dosinia lupinus (Linne) 

Gafrarium (C.) minimum 
(Montagu) 

Paphia sp. 

Paphia rugata rugata (B.D.D.) 

Paphia (P.) senescans (Cocconi) 
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Core numbers (depth-cm) 

Nucula (N.) nucleus (Linne) 

Modiolus adriaticus (Lamarck) 

Modiolus phaseolinus (Philippi) 

Modiolus sp. 

Mytilaster sp. 

Mytilaster lineatus (Gmelin) 

Mytilus edulis (Linne) 

Mytilus galloprovincialis (Lamark)

Mytilus sp. 

Lucinella divaricata (Linne) 

Thyasira flexuosa (Montagu) 

Acanthocardia paucicostata 
(Sowerby) 

Cardium sp. 

Cardium (p.) papillosum smile 
Mil. 

Cerastoderma sp. 

Cerastoderma edule (Linne) 

Parvicardium exiguum (Gmelin) 

Monodacna caspia caspia 
(Eichwaldi) 

Spisula sp. 

Spisula (S.) subtruncata  
triangula (Renier) 

Scrobicularia sp. 

Scrobicularia plana (da Costa) 

Abra alba (W. Wood) 

Dreissena polymorpha (Palas) 

Dreissena rostriformis distincta 

Andrussow 

Dreissena sp. 

Chione (C.) gallina (Linne) 

Dosinia lupinus (Linne) 

Gafrarium (C.) minimum 
(Montagu) 

Paphia sp. 

Paphia rugata rugata (B.D.D.) 

Paphia (P.) senescans (Cocconi) 

Paphia (P.) discrepans  
discrepans (Mil.) 

Paphia (P.) discrepans anapensis 
Neveskaja 

Pitar (P.) rudis (Poli) 

Corbula (V.) gibba (Olivi) 

Total Pelecypoda (TP) 

Benthic Assemblages 
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Core numbers (depth-cm) 

Nucula (N.) nucleus (Linne) 

Modiolus adriaticus (Lamarck) 

Modiolus phaseolinus (Philippi) 

Modiolus sp. 

Mytilaster sp. 

Mytilaster lineatus (Gmelin) 

Mytilus edulis (Linne) 

Mytilus galloprovincialis (Lamark)

Mytilus sp. 

Lucinella divaricata (Linne) 

Thyasira flexuosa (Montagu) 

Acanthocardia paucicostata 
(Sowerby) 

Cardium sp. 

Cardium (p.) papillosum smile 
Mil. 

Cerastoderma sp. 

Cerastoderma edule (Linne) 

Parvicardium exiguum (Gmelin) 

Monodacna caspia caspia 
(Eichwaldi) 

Spisula sp. 

Spisula (S.) subtruncata  
triangula (Renier) 

Scrobicularia sp. 

Scrobicularia plana (da Costa) 

Abra alba (W. Wood) 

Dreissena polymorpha (Palas) 

Dreissena rostriformis distincta 

Andrussow 

Dreissena sp. 

Chione (C.) gallina (Linne) 

Dosinia lupinus (Linne) 

Gafrarium (C.) minimum 
(Montagu) 

Paphia sp. 

Paphia rugata rugata (B.D.D.) 

Paphia (P.) senescans (Cocconi) 

Paphia (P.) discrepans  
discrepans (Mil.) 

Paphia (P.) discrepans anapensis 
Neveskaja 

Pitar (P.) rudis (Poli) 

Corbula (V.) gibba (Olivi) 

Total Pelecypoda (TP) 

Benthic Assemblages 
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Core numbers (depth-cm) 

Nucula (N.) nucleus (Linne) 

Modiolus adriaticus (Lamarck) 

Modiolus phaseolinus (Philippi) 

Modiolus sp. 

Mytilaster sp. 

Mytilaster lineatus (Gmelin) 

Mytilus edulis (Linne) 

Mytilus galloprovincialis (Lamark)

Mytilus sp. 

Lucinella divaricata (Linne) 

Thyasira flexuosa (Montagu) 

Acanthocardia paucicostata 
(Sowerby) 

Cardium sp. 

Cardium (p.) papillosum smile 
Mil. 

Cerastoderma sp. 

Cerastoderma edule (Linne) 

Parvicardium exiguum (Gmelin) 

Monodacna caspia caspia 
(Eichwaldi) 

Spisula sp. 

Spisula (S.) subtruncata  
triangula (Renier) 

Scrobicularia sp. 

Scrobicularia plana (da Costa) 

Abra alba (W. Wood) 

Dreissena polymorpha (Palas) 

Dreissena rostriformis distincta 

Andrussow 

Dreissena sp. 

Chione (C.) gallina (Linne) 

Dosinia lupinus (Linne) 

Gafrarium (C.) minimum 
(Montagu) 

Paphia sp. 

Paphia rugata rugata (B.D.D.) 

Paphia (P.) senescans (Cocconi) 

Paphia (P.) discrepans  
discrepans (Mil.) 

Paphia (P.) discrepans anapensis 
Neveskaja 

Pitar (P.) rudis (Poli) 

Corbula (V.) gibba (Olivi) 

Total Pelecypoda (TP) 

Benthic Assemblages 
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Appendix 2b

Gastropoda data of the studied cores from the SW Black Sea shelf.
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Core numbers (depth-cm) 

Lepata caeca (O.F. Müler) 

Gibbula sp. 

Theodoxus (T.) fluviatilis (Linne) 

Valvata sp. 

Hybrobia (H.) acuta (Draparnaud) 

Hydrobia ulvae (Pennant) 

Hydrobia ventrosa (Montagu) 

Hydrobia sp. 

Nematurella sp. 

Tornus subcarinatus (Chaster) 

Alvania lactea (Michaud) 

Alvania (A.) reticulata (Montagu) 

Onoba semicostata (Montagu) 

Rissoa querinii Recluz 

Rissoa marginata Michaud 

Rissoa pulchealla Philippi 

Rissoa splendida Eichwaldi 

Rissoa sp. 

Turritella comunis Risso 

Bivonia triquetra (Bivona) 

Melanopsis sp. 

Pirenella conica (Blainville) 

Bittium desayesi Cerulli & Irelli 

Bittium latreilli (Payraudeau) 

Bittium reticulatum (da Costa) 

Bittium sp. 

Calyptraea chinensis (Linne) 

Naticarius punchtatus (Chemnitz in 

karsten) 

Hexaplex trunculus (Linne) 

Trophon muricatus (Montagu) 

Trophon sp. 

Cylope brusinae (Andrumow) 

Cylope danovania Risso 

Cylope sp. 

Nassarius pygmaeus (Lamarck) 

Nassarius reticulatus (Linne) 

Monophorus perversus (Linne) 

Eulima crosseana Brusina 

Retusa truncatula (Bruguiere) 

Chrysallida fenestrata (Forbes in 

Jefferys) 

Chrysallida (P.) interstincta (Montagu) 

Eulimella phaula 
(Dautzenberg & Fischer) 

Eulimella ventricosa (Forbes) 

Turbonilla lactea (Linne) 

Turbonille scalaris (Philippi) 

Total Gastropoda (TG) 

Benthic Assemblages 
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BENTHIC ASSEMBLAGES OF THE BLACK SEA SHELF

 

Core numbers (depth-cm) 

Lepata caeca (O.F. Müler) 
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Rissoa querinii Recluz 

Rissoa marginata Michaud 

Rissoa pulchealla Philippi 
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Eulimella phaula 
(Dautzenberg & Fischer) 

Eulimella ventricosa (Forbes) 
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Turbonille scalaris (Philippi) 

Total Gastropoda (TG) 

Benthic Assemblages 
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Core numbers (depth-cm) 
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Eulimella phaula 
(Dautzenberg & Fischer) 

Eulimella ventricosa (Forbes) 
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Turbonille scalaris (Philippi) 

Total Gastropoda (TG) 
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Core numbers (depth-cm) 
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BENTHIC ASSEMBLAGES OF THE BLACK SEA SHELF

 

Core numbers (depth-cm) 

Lepata caeca (O.F. Müler) 

Gibbula sp. 

Theodoxus (T.) fluviatilis (Linne) 

Valvata sp. 

Hybrobia (H.) acuta (Draparnaud) 

Hydrobia ulvae (Pennant) 

Hydrobia ventrosa (Montagu) 

Hydrobia sp. 

Nematurella sp. 

Tornus subcarinatus (Chaster) 

Alvania lactea (Michaud) 

Alvania (A.) reticulata (Montagu) 

Onoba semicostata (Montagu) 

Rissoa querinii Recluz 

Rissoa marginata Michaud 

Rissoa pulchealla Philippi 

Rissoa splendida Eichwaldi 

Rissoa sp. 

Turritella comunis Risso 

Bivonia triquetra (Bivona) 

Melanopsis sp. 

Pirenella conica (Blainville) 

Bittium desayesi Cerulli & Irelli 

Bittium latreilli (Payraudeau) 

Bittium reticulatum (da Costa) 

Bittium sp. 

Calyptraea chinensis (Linne) 

Naticarius punchtatus (Chemnitz in 

karsten) 

Hexaplex trunculus (Linne) 

Trophon muricatus (Montagu) 

Trophon sp. 

Cylope brusinae (Andrumow) 

Cylope danovania Risso 

Cylope sp. 

Nassarius pygmaeus (Lamarck) 

Nassarius reticulatus (Linne) 

Monophorus perversus (Linne) 

Eulima crosseana Brusina 

Retusa truncatula (Bruguiere) 

Chrysallida fenestrata (Forbes in 

Jefferys) 

Chrysallida (P.) interstincta (Montagu)

Eulimella phaula 
(Dautzenberg & Fischer) 

Eulimella ventricosa (Forbes) 

Turbonilla lactea (Linne) 

Turbonille scalaris (Philippi) 

Total Gastropoda (TG) 

Benthic Assemblages 
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D. ONGAN ET AL.

 

Core numbers (depth-cm) 

Lepata caeca (O.F. Müler) 

Gibbula sp. 

Theodoxus (T.) fluviatilis (Linne) 

Valvata sp. 

Hybrobia (H.) acuta (Draparnaud) 

Hydrobia ulvae (Pennant) 

Hydrobia ventrosa (Montagu) 

Hydrobia sp. 

Nematurella sp. 

Tornus subcarinatus (Chaster) 

Alvania lactea (Michaud) 

Alvania (A.) reticulata (Montagu) 

Onoba semicostata (Montagu) 

Rissoa querinii Recluz 

Rissoa marginata Michaud 

Rissoa pulchealla Philippi 

Rissoa splendida Eichwaldi 

Rissoa sp. 

Turritella comunis Risso 

Bivonia triquetra (Bivona) 

Melanopsis sp. 

Pirenella conica (Blainville) 

Bittium desayesi Cerulli & Irelli 

Bittium latreilli (Payraudeau) 

Bittium reticulatum (da Costa) 

Bittium sp. 

Calyptraea chinensis (Linne) 

Naticarius punchtatus (Chemnitz in 

karsten) 

Hexaplex trunculus (Linne) 

Trophon muricatus (Montagu) 

Trophon sp. 

Cylope brusinae (Andrumow) 

Cylope danovania Risso 

Cylope sp. 

Nassarius pygmaeus (Lamarck) 

Nassarius reticulatus (Linne) 

Monophorus perversus (Linne) 

Eulima crosseana Brusina 

Retusa truncatula (Bruguiere) 

Chrysallida fenestrata (Forbes in 

Jefferys) 

Chrysallida (P.) interstincta (Montagu)

Eulimella phaula 
(Dautzenberg & Fischer) 

Eulimella ventricosa (Forbes) 

Turbonilla lactea (Linne) 

Turbonille scalaris (Philippi) 

Total Gastropoda (TG) 

Benthic Assemblages 
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