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Internationalisation and diversities in medicine have led to establishment of
international standards in medical education in Europe as the free movement of doctors
has become a reality. The World Federation for Medical Education (WFME) launched
global standards in 2003 for Basic and Postgraduate Medical Education and for
Continuing Professional Development (CPD) of Medical Doctors. These standards
covered nine areas (Table) with about 36 sub-areas for all three phases of medical
education. Areas are defined as broad components in the structure, process and
outcome, whereas the sub-areas are defined as the specific aspects of an area
corresponding to performance indicators (1-3).

The Thematic Network on Medical Education in Europe (MEDINE), sponsored by the
European Community, addressed educational, institutional and quality issues in
European medical education within the framework of European initiatives. The thematic
network comprised five Task Forces: 1) Tuning Task Force,  2) Quality Assurance
Standards Task Force, 3) International Recognition of Qualifications Task Force, 4)
Transparency and Public Understanding of Medical Education Task Force and 5) Links
between Medical Education and Research Task Force (4).

The Quality Assurance Standards Task Force*** was led by the World Federation for
Medical Education (WFME) and the Association of Medical Schools in Europe (AMSE).
The objectives of this task force were: 1) to enhance overall standards of medical

Table. Areas of WFME Global Standards in the three phases of medical education (Trilogy).

Basic Medical Education Postgraduate Medical Education CPD of Medical Doctors

Mission and Objectives Mission and Objectives Mission and Outcomes

Educational Programme Training Process Learning Methods

Assessment of Students Assessment of Trainees Planning and Documentation

Students Trainees The Individual Doctor

Academic Staff/Faculty Staffing CPD-Providers

Educational Resources Training Settings and Educational Context

Educational Resources and Resources

Programme Evaluation Evaluation of Training Process Evaluation of Methods 

and Competencies

Governance and Administration Governance and Administration Organisation

Continuous Renewal Continuous Renewal Continuous Renewal
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education in Europe through sharing of ideas,
dissemination of best practice, and quality assurance, in
conjunction with other European agencies such as ENQA
and the regional ERA and making use of the work already
carried out by the WFME, 2) to analyse how to adapt the
WFME Standards to the European context of medical
education and to the Bologna process in order to establish
minimum requirements for accreditation of medical
schools in Europe, and 3) to produce a set of quality
assurance standards for medical education in Europe,
building on and adapting existing work such as the WFME
Global Standards framework: in basic medical education,
in postgraduate medical training, and in continuing
medical education (CME) for institutional self-evaluation
and accreditation of undergraduate medical education
programmes. 

The Task Force adopted the WFME Global Standards
with the European Specifications (5) and the areas were
defined similarly (Table 1) as well as the sub-areas. The
standards were formulated at two levels of attainment as
1) basic standards and 2) standards for quality
development. The basic standards mean that fulfilment
must be met, while the standards for quality development
mean that fulfilment or intention to fulfil should be
documented in accordance with international consensus
about best practice. The European Specifications were
formulated by changing some of the standards for quality
development to the level of basic standards. These
changes were made to set a higher level of standards in
medical education in Europe. These standards could be
used as a basis for internal and external peer-review of
institutions and organizations that are responsible for the
quality of medical education at the national level as well
as accreditation criteria.  
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