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Abstract:We know that the octonion algebra is the largest division algebra. Therefore, we have discussed the octonion

8-dimensional space as the combination of 2 (external and internal) 4-dimensional spaces. The octonion wave equations

in terms of 8 components has been written in terms of an 8 × 8 matrix. Octonion forms of potential as well as fields

equations of dyons in terms of an 8 × 8 matrix are discussed in a consistent manner. At last, we have obtained the

generalized Dirac–Maxwell equations of dyons in two 4-dimensional spaces, from the 8 × 8 matrix representation of

octonion wave equations. Generalized Dirac–Maxwell equations are fully symmetric Maxwell’s equations and allow for

the possibility of magnetic charges and currents, i.e. analogous to electric charges and currents.

Key words: Octonions, monopole, dyons, symmetric wave equations, 8 × 8 matrix representation, generalized Dirac–

Maxwell equations
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1. Introduction

The role of hypercomplex numbers is an important factor for understanding the various theories of physics from

macroscopic to microscopic levels. Decomposition of 4 algebras, in view of the celebrated Hurwitz theorem,

has been characterized from the Cayley–Dickson process over the field of real numbers of dimensions D = 1,

D = 2, D = 4, and D = 8, respectively for real, complex, quaternion, and octonion algebras. There has been

a revival in the formulation of natural laws so that there exist [1] 4-division algebras consisting of the algebra

of real numbers, complex numbers, quaternions, and octonions. All 4 algebras are alternative with totally

antisymmetric associators. Quaternions [2, 3] were the very first example of hypercomplex numbers and have

been widely used [4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9] in various applications of mathematics and physics. Since octonions [10, 11]

share with complex numbers and quaternions many attractive mathematical properties, one might expect that

they would be equally as useful. Octonion analysis was widely discussed by Baez [12]. It has also played an

important role in the context of various physical problems [13, 14, 15, 16] of higher-dimensional supersymmetry,

super gravity and super strings, etc. In recent years, it has also drawn the interest of many [17, 18, 19, 20]

towards the developments of wave equation and octonion forms of Maxwell’s equations. We have also studied

octonion quantum chromodynamics [21], generalized octonion electrodynamics [22], generalized split-octonion

electrodynamics [23], and octonionic non-Abelian gauge theory [24] and obtained the corresponding field

equations (Maxwell’s equations) and the equation of motion in a compact and simpler formulation. Keeping in

view the recent update of theoretical physics and the role of octonions in quantum physics, we have expressed
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the octonion 8-dimensional representation in terms of 8× 8 matrices. Here we may consider the 8-dimensional

space as the combination of 2 (external and internal) 4-dimensional spaces. The octonion wave equations in

terms of 8 components has been rewritten in terms of an 8× 8 matrix. Octonion forms of generalized potential

and current equations of dyons in terms of an 8 × 8 matrix are discussed in a consistent manner. It has been

shown that due to the nonassociativity of octonion variables it is necessary to impose certain constraints to

describe generalized octonion field equations in a manifestly covariant and consistent manner. Thus, we have

obtained the generalized Dirac–Maxwell (GDM) equations of dyons from the 8 × 8 matrix representation of

the octonion wave equation in a simple, compact, and consistent manner. GDM equations are fully symmetric

Maxwell equations and allow for the possibility of magnetic charges and currents, analogous to electric charges

and currents. The octonion variable of dyons reproduces the dynamics of electric (magnetic) charge in the

absence of magnetic (electric) charge.

2. The octonion algebra

According to the celebrated Hurwitz theorem, there exist only 4 different composition algebras over the real

or complex number fields. These are real numbers R of dimension 1 , complex numbers C of dimension 2 ,

quaternions H of dimension 4 , and octonions O of dimension 8. Of these algebras, the quaternions H are not

commutative and the octonions O are neither commutative nor associative. The composition algebra [25] is

defined as an algebra A with identity and with a nondegenerate quadratic form Q defined over it such that Q

permits composition, i.e.

Q(XY ) =Q(X)Q(Y ) ∀X,Y ∈ A. (1)

A composition algebra is said to be a division algebra if the quadratic form Q is anisotropic i.e. if Q(X) = 0

implies that X = 0. Otherwise the algebra is called split [26, 27].

The Cayley numbers or the octonions are the largest division algebra, with 8 dimensions, double the

number of the quaternions from which they are an extension. The octonions can be thought of as octets (or

8-tuples) of real numbers [28, 29, 30, 31, 32]. An octonion O is expressed [33, 34, 35, 36, 37] as a real linear

combination of the unit octonions (e0, e1, e2, e3, e4, e5, e6, e7), i.e.

O = O0e0 +
7∑

A=1

OAeA , (2)

where e0 and eA(A = 1, 2, ....., 7) are octonion units. The octet is defined as e0, e1, e2, e3, e4, e5, e6, e7 , which is

known as the octonion basis, and its elements satisfy the following multiplication rules:

e0 = 1,

e2A =− 1,

e0eA = eAe0 = eA, (∀A = 1, 2, .......7) ,

eAeB =− δABe0 + fABC eC . (A,B,C = 1, 2, ......7). (3)

The structure constants fABC are completely antisymmetric and take the value 1, i.e.

fABC = +1; ∀ (ABC) ≡ (123), (471), (257), (165), (624), (543), (736). (4)
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As such, the elements eA satisfy the following multiplication rules:

(e1e2 = e3) , (e4e7 = e1) , (e2e5 = e7) ,

(e1e6 = e5) , (e6e2 = e4) , (e5e4 = e3) , (e7e3 = e6) . (5)

The above multiplication rules for the octonion basis are given in the Table.

Table. Octonion multiplication table.

· e1 e2 e3 e4 e5 e6 e7
e1 −1 e3 −e2 e7 −e6 e5 −e4
e2 −e3 −1 e1 e6 e7 −e4 −e5
e3 e2 −e1 −1 −e5 e4 e7 −e6
e4 −e7 −e6 e5 −1 −e3 e2 e1
e5 e6 −e7 −e4 e3 −1 −e1 e2
e6 −e5 e4 −e7 −e2 e1 −1 e3
e7 e4 e5 e6 −e1 −e2 −e3 −1

Thus, we get the following relations among octonion basis elements:

[eA, eB ] = 2fABCeC ;

{eA, eB} = −δABe0;

eA(eBeC) ̸= (eAeB)eC ; (6)

where δAB is the usual Kronecker delta-Dirac symbol. The octonion conjugate is thus defined as:

Ō = O0e0 −O1e1 −O2e2 −O3e3 −O4e4 −O5e5 −O6e6 −O7e7

= O0e0 −
7∑

A=1

OAeA . (7)

An octonion can be decomposed in terms of its scalar (Sc(O)) and vector (Vec(O)) parts as

Sc(O) =
1

2
(O + Ō) = O0 , Vec(O) =

1

2
(O − Ō) =

7∑
A=1

OAeA . (8)

Conjugates of the product of 2 octonions and its own are described as

(O1O2) = O2 O1 , (Ō) = O. (9)

The norm of the octonion N(O) is defined as

N(O) = Ō O = O Ō =

7∑
A=0

O2
Ae0, (10)

which is 0 if O = 0, and is always positive otherwise. It also satisfies the following property of normed algebra:

N(O1O2) = N(O1)N(O2) = N(O2)N(O1). (11)
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Eq. (11) shows that octonions are not associative in nature and thus do not form the group in their usual form.

Nonassociativity of octonion algebra is provided by the associator

(O1,O2,O3) = (O1O2)O3 −O1 (O2O3) , (12)

where O1,O2,O3 are any 3 octonions. If the associator is totally antisymmetric for exchanges of any 3 variables,

i.e.

(O1,O2,O3) = −(O3,O2,O1) = −(O2,O1,O3) = −(O1,O3,O2) , (13)

then the algebra is called alternative. We can obtain the real octonion algebra by a complex extension of the

quaternions as [26, 27]

O = (O0e0 +O1e1 +O2e2 +O3e3) + e7(O7e0 +O4e1 +O5e2 +O6e3)

= Q1 + e7Q2, (14)

where Q1, Q2 are the quaternion subalgebra H generated by the basis e0, e1, e2, e3 . Similarly, the octonion

conjugate of Eq. (14) may be defined as

Ō = Q̄1 + e7Q̄2 . (15)

Here Q̄1 = O0e0 −
∑3

µ=1 eµOµ and Q̄2 = O7e0 − e7
∑7

µ=4 eµOµ are respectively the quaternion conjugate of

Q1 and Q2 .

The complex octonion O [36] can be expressed by a linear combination of 2 real octonions O and O′ as

[30, 32, 37]

O = O + iO′

=

(
O0e0 +

7∑
A=1

OAeA

)
+ i

(
O′

0e0 +

7∑
A=1

O′
AeA

)
, (16)

which can be written as

O =
7∑

A=0

(OA + iO′
A) eA

=(O0 + iO′
0) e0 + (O1 + iO′

1) e1 + (O2 + iO′
2) e2 + (O3 + iO′

3) e3

+(O4 + iO′
4) e4 + (O5 + iO′

5) e5 + (O6 + iO′
6) e6 + (O7 + iO′

7) e7 . (17)

Thus, Eq. (17) can be reduced to the following complex octonion form:

O = O0e0 +
7∑

A=1

OAeA , (18)

where O0 → (O0 + iO′
0) , OA → (OA + iO′

A) (∀A = 1, 2, ...., 7) are complex numbers of octonions and i

denotes the complex unit (i2 = −1). The complex octonions have similar algebraic properties as the octonions,

while they differ by having 16 components and an additional complex unit (or extra hypercomplex unit) i .
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3. Matrix formulation of octonion wave equations

Let us consider the wave function Ψ in the form of 8-component octonion algebra O by a complex extension

of the quaternions as

Ψ =
3∑

µ=0

eµψµ +
3∑

µ=0

eµ+4χµ

= (e0ψ0 + e1ψ1 + e2ψ2 + e3ψ3) + (e4χ0 + e5χ1 + e6χ2 + e7χ3) , (19)

where the components ψµ(r⃗, t) and χµ(r⃗, t) (µ = 0, 1, 2, 3) are scalar (complex in general) functions of spatial

coordinates and time. The octonion wave function of Eq. (19) can be written in a simpler and compact form:

Ψ =
(
ψ0 + ejψ⃗

)
+ (ekχ0 + elχ⃗) . (∀ j = 1, 2, 3; k = 4; l = 5, 6, 7) (20)

Here the wave function ψ⃗ → (ψ1, ψ2, ψ3) and χ⃗ → (χ1, χ2, χ3). Since octonions are neither commutative

nor associative, one has to be very careful to multiply the octonion either from left or from right in terms of

regularity conditions [38]. In order to explain the 8 different octonion wave functions, we can multiply from the

left by octonion basis e0, e1, e2, .........e7, and then we get:

e0 (Ψ) = e0ψ0 + e1ψ1 + e2ψ2 + e3ψ3 + e4χ0 + e5χ1 + e6χ2 + e7χ3 ;

e1 (Ψ) = e1ψ0 − e0ψ1 + e3ψ2 − e2ψ3 + e7χ0 − e6χ1 + e5χ2 − e4χ3 ;

e2 (Ψ) = e2ψ0 − e3ψ1 − e0ψ2 + e1ψ3 + e6χ0 + e7χ1 − e4χ2 − e5χ3 ;

e3 (Ψ) = e3ψ0 + e2ψ1 − e1ψ2 − e0ψ3 − e5χ0 + e4χ1 + e7χ2 − e6χ3 ;

e4 (Ψ) = e4ψ0 − e7ψ1 − e6ψ2 + e5ψ3 − e0χ0 − e3χ1 + e2χ2 + e1χ3 ;

e5 (Ψ) = e5ψ0 + e6ψ1 − e7ψ2 − e4ψ3 + e3χ0 − e0χ1 − e1χ2 + e2χ3 ;

e6 (Ψ) = e6ψ0 − e5ψ1 + e4ψ2 − e7ψ3 − e2χ0 + e1χ1 − e0χ2 + e3χ3 ;

e7 (Ψ) = e7ψ0 + e4ψ1 + e5ψ2 + e6ψ3 − e1χ0 − e2χ1 − e3χ2 − e0χ3 . (21)

Similarly, we can multiply from the right by octonion basis (e0, e1, e2, .........e7) to the octonion wave function

Ψ (19), and we get:

(Ψ) e0 = e0ψ0 + e1ψ1 + e2ψ2 + e3ψ3 + e4χ0 + e5χ1 + e6χ2 + e7χ3 ;

(Ψ) e1 = e1ψ0 − e0ψ1 − e3ψ2 + e2ψ3 − e7χ0 + e6χ1 − e5χ2 + e4χ3 ;

(Ψ) e2 = e2ψ0 + e3ψ1 − e0ψ2 − e1ψ3 − e6χ0 − e7χ1 + e4χ2 + e5χ3 ;

(Ψ) e3 = e3ψ0 − e2ψ1 + e1ψ2 − e0ψ3 + e5χ0 − e4χ1 − e7χ2 + e6χ3 ;

(Ψ) e4 = e4ψ0 + e7ψ1 + e6ψ2 − e5ψ3 − e0χ0 + e3χ1 − e2χ2 − e1χ3 ;

(Ψ) e5 = e5ψ0 − e6ψ1 + e7ψ2 + e4ψ3 − e3χ0 − e0χ1 + e1χ2 − e2χ3 ;

(Ψ) e6 = e6ψ0 + e5ψ1 − e4ψ2 + e7ψ3 + e2χ0 − e1χ1 − e0χ2 − e3χ3 ;

(Ψ) e7 = e7ψ0 − e4ψ1 − e5ψ2 − e6ψ3 + e1χ0 + e2χ1 + e3χ2 − e0χ3 . (22)
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Thus, the octonion left-handed multiplication (21) is not equal to the right-handed multiplication (22). The

basic differences between these 2 multiplication are:

[e0, Ψ] = 0 ;

{ej , Ψ} = 2(ejψ0 − ψj) ; (∀ j = 1, 2, 3)

{ej , Ψ} = 2(ejψ0 − χj−4) . (∀ j = 4, 5, 6, 7) (23)

On the other hand, the idea of 8 × 8 matrix representation [39, 40] of octonions can be an extension of 2 × 2

matrices of split octonions. The equivalent matrix visualization in terms of octonionic 8×8 matrix representation

may be expressed as

O = O0e0 +

7∑
A=1

OAeA =



O0 −O1 −O2 −O3 −O4 −O5 −O6 −O7

O1 O0 −O3 O2 −O7 O6 −O5 O4

O2 O3 O0 −O1 −O6 −O7 O4 O5

O3 −O2 O1 O0 O5 −O4 −O7 O6

O4 O7 O6 −O5 O0 O3 −O2 −O1

O5 −O6 O7 O4 −O3 O0 O1 −O2

O6 O5 −O4 O7 O2 −O1 O0 −O3

O7 −O4 −O5 −O6 O1 O2 O3 O0


. (24)

In the case of quaternion representation, i.e. H = H0e0 +
∑3

A=1HAeA in terms of an 8 × 8 matrix, it can

be easily expressed from Eq. (24) if Oj = 0 , (∀ j = 4, 5, 6, 7). Keeping in view the properties of octonions

[10, 11, 12, 13] and its 8-dimensional connection, we may write the wave function Ψ (19) in terms of 8 × 8

matrix representation as

Ψ =
3∑

µ=0

eµψµ +
3∑

µ=0

eµ+4χµ =



ψ0 −ψ1 −ψ2 −ψ3 −χ0 −χ1 −χ2 −χ3

ψ1 ψ0 −ψ3 ψ2 −χ3 χ2 −χ1 χ0

ψ2 ψ3 ψ0 −ψ1 −χ2 −χ3 χ0 χ1

ψ3 −ψ2 ψ1 ψ0 χ1 −χ0 −χ3 χ2

χ0 χ3 χ2 −χ1 ψ0 ψ3 −ψ2 −ψ1

χ1 −χ2 χ3 χ0 −ψ3 ψ0 ψ1 −ψ2

χ2 χ1 −χ0 χ3 ψ2 −ψ1 ψ0 −ψ3

χ3 −χ0 −χ1 −χ2 ψ1 ψ2 ψ3 ψ0


, (25)

and we may now introduce the octonion differential operator D as

D = ∂0e0 +

7∑
A=1

∂AeA =



∂0 −∂1 −∂2 −∂3 −∂4 −∂5 −∂6 −∂7
∂1 ∂0 −∂3 ∂2 −∂7 ∂6 −∂5 ∂4
∂2 ∂3 ∂0 −∂1 −∂6 −∂7 ∂4 ∂5
∂3 −∂2 ∂1 ∂0 ∂5 −∂4 −∂7 ∂6
∂4 ∂7 ∂6 −∂5 ∂0 ∂3 −∂2 −∂1
∂5 −∂6 ∂7 ∂4 −∂3 ∂0 ∂1 −∂2
∂6 ∂5 −∂4 ∂7 ∂2 −∂1 ∂0 −∂3
∂7 −∂4 −∂5 −∂6 ∂1 ∂2 ∂3 ∂0


. (26)

Here we may consider the 8-dimensional space as the combination of 2 (external and internal) 4-dimensional

spaces. In order to write the octonion wave equations [41, 42, 43], we operate the octonion differential operator

D (26) to the octonion wave function Ψ (25), i.e.

D Ψ = G 7−→ e0G0 +
7∑

µ=1

eµGµ, (27)
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where G is again an octonion 8-dimensional representation:

G =



G0 −G1 −G2 −G3 −G4 −G5 −G6 −G7

G1 G0 −G3 G2 −G7 G6 −G5 G4

G2 G3 G0 −G1 −G6 −G7 G4 G5

G3 −G2 G1 G0 G5 −G4 −G7 G6

G4 G7 G6 −G5 G0 G3 −G2 −G1

G5 −G6 G7 G4 −G3 G0 G1 −G2

G6 G5 −G4 G7 G2 −G1 G0 −G3

G7 −G4 −G5 −G6 G1 G2 G3 G0


. (28)

The value of G0,G1,G2, ...........,G7 may be written in the following manner:

G0 = ∂0ψ0 − ∂1ψ1 − ∂2ψ2 − ∂3ψ3 − ∂4χ0 − ∂5χ1 − ∂6χ2 − ∂7χ3;

G1 = ∂0ψ1 + ∂1ψ0 + ∂2ψ3 − ∂3ψ2 + ∂6χ1 − ∂5χ2 − ∂7χ0 + ∂4χ3;

G2 = ∂0ψ2 + ∂2ψ0 + ∂3ψ1 − ∂1ψ3 + ∂4χ2 − ∂6χ0 − ∂7χ1 + ∂5χ3;

G3 = ∂0ψ3 + ∂3ψ0 + ∂1ψ2 − ∂2ψ1 + ∂6χ3 − ∂7χ2 + ∂5χ0 − ∂4χ1;

G4 = ∂0χ0 + ∂4ψ0 + ∂3χ1 − ∂5ψ3 − ∂2χ2 + ∂6ψ2 − ∂1χ3 + ∂7ψ1;

G5 = ∂0χ1 + ∂5ψ0 + ∂1χ2 − ∂6ψ1 + ∂7ψ2 − ∂2χ3 − ∂3χ0 + ∂4ψ3;

G6 = ∂0χ2 + ∂6ψ0 − ∂1χ1 + ∂5ψ1 + ∂2χ0 − ∂4ψ2 − ∂3χ3 + ∂7ψ3;

G7 = ∂0χ3 + ∂7ψ0 + ∂1χ0 − ∂4ψ1 + ∂2χ1 − ∂5ψ2 − ∂6ψ3 + ∂33χ2. (29)

These equations represent the octonion wave equations in terms of 8 components. Thus, we may now interpret

these octonion wave equations as the classical wave (field) equations of physical variables. One-dimensional

octonion representation is identical to 8-dimensional spaces over the field of real numbers. It is isomorphic

to 4-dimensional space representation over the field of complex variables, which is equivalent to 2-dimensional

space representation over quaternion field variables. Similarly, 1-dimensional quaternion space is isomorphic to

4-dimensional space over the field of real numbers, which is identical to 2-dimensional space over the field of

complex numbers.

4. GDM equations for dyons

The octonion division algebra is nonassociative and noncommutative. Keeping in view the important prop-

erties of octonions [25, 26, 27, 28] and their 8 × 8 matrix connection, we may write the usual coordinates

(∂x, ∂y, ∂z, i∂t) in internal space and the other coordinates (∂X , ∂Y , ∂Z , i∂T ) in octonionic external space

with each signature (+,+,+,−). In this section, we have used two 4-dimensional spaces, namely internal and

external spaces, for the existence of both magnetic monopoles and dyons in higher-dimensional formalism. Since

octonions can expresses the 8-dimensional space, the octonion differential operator D (26) can be written in

two 4-dimensional spaces as

D =(∂x, ∂y, ∂z, −i∂t, ∂X , ∂Y , ∂Z , −i∂T ) =
(−→
∇, −i∂t,

−→
∇′, −i∂T

)
. (30)

In terms of octonionic basis elements, the octonion differential operator D may be expressed as

D =

(
−i ∂
∂T

+ e1
∂

∂x
+ e2

∂

∂y
+ e3

∂

∂z

)
e0 + e7

(
e1

∂

∂X
+ e2

∂

∂Y
+ e3

∂

∂Z
− i

∂

∂t

)
. (31)
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Here the octonion unit e7 playing the role of an imaginary quantity is no longer invariant scalar as it does

not commute with other quaternion units e1, e2, e3 and we have used the octonion product, i.e. (e4e7 = e1) ,

(e5e7 = e2) , (e6e7 = e3) , etc. We have used the unit value of coefficients along with natural units (c = ℏ = 1)

throughout the text. Accordingly, the 8× 8 matrix representation of Eq. (31) is

D =



−i∂T −∂x −∂y −∂z −∂X −∂Y −∂Z −i∂t
∂x −i∂T −∂z ∂y −i∂t ∂Z −∂Y ∂X
∂y ∂z −i∂T −∂x −∂Z −i∂t ∂X ∂Y
∂z −∂y ∂x −i∂T ∂Y −∂X −i∂t ∂Z
∂X i∂t ∂Z −∂Y −i∂T ∂z −∂y −∂x
∂Y −∂Z i∂t ∂X −∂z −i∂T ∂x −∂y
∂Z ∂Y −∂X i∂t ∂y −∂x −i∂T −∂z
i∂t −∂X −∂Y −∂Z ∂x ∂y ∂z −i∂T


. (32)

Octonion conjugate (i.e. e0 → e0, ej → −ej , ∀ j = 1, 2, ......, 7) of Eq. (31) can be written as

D̄ =

(
−i ∂
∂T

− e1
∂

∂x
− e2

∂

∂y
− e3

∂

∂z

)
e0 − e7

(
e1

∂

∂X
+ e2

∂

∂Y
+ e3

∂

∂Z
− i

∂

∂t

)
, (33)

and in terms of 8× 8 matrix representation, we get

D̄ =



−i∂T ∂x ∂y ∂z ∂X ∂Y ∂Z i∂t
−∂x −i∂T ∂z −∂y i∂t −∂Z ∂Y −∂X
−∂y −∂z −i∂T ∂x ∂Z i∂t −∂X −∂Y
−∂z ∂y −∂x −i∂T −∂Y ∂X i∂t −∂Z
−∂X −i∂t −∂Z ∂Y −i∂T −∂z ∂y ∂x
−∂Y ∂Z −i∂t −∂X ∂z −i∂T −∂x ∂y
−∂Z −∂Y ∂X −i∂t −∂y ∂x −i∂T ∂z
−i∂t ∂X ∂Y ∂Z −∂x −∂y −∂z −i∂T


. (34)

The product of D D̄ may be written in the following manner:

D D̄ =

{
∂2

∂x2
+

∂2

∂y2
+

∂2

∂z2
− ∂2

∂t2

}
+

{
∂2

∂X2
+

∂2

∂Y 2
+

∂2

∂Z2
− ∂2

∂T 2

}

=

{
∇2 − ∂2

∂t2

}
+

{
∇′2 − ∂2

∂T 2

}
= □+□′ = ⊡ ≡ D̄ D . (35)

Here □ →
(
∇2 − ∂2

∂t2

)
is the D’Alembertian operator in internal space-time coordinates while □′ →

(
∇′2 − ∂2

∂T 2

)
is for external space-time coordinates, and ⊡ is an 8-dimensional structure having both internal and external

space-time coordinates.

On the other hand, a dyon [33] is a hypothetical particle with both electric and magnetic charges. A dyon

with zero electric charge is usually referred to as a magnetic monopole. Many grand unified theories predict the

existence of both magnetic monopoles and dyons. In order to consider the generalized electromagnetic fields of

dyons, we may write the various quantum equations from the octonion 8 × 8 matrix formulation. Thus, the

octonion potential V → (V0,V1,V2,V3,V4,V5,V6,V7) in 8-dimensional formalism as the combinations of two

4-dimensional spaces is defined as
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V = V0e0 +

7∑
A=1

VAeA =



V0 −V1 −V2 −V3 −V4 −V5 −V6 −V7

V1 V0 −V3 V2 −V7 V6 −V5 V4

V2 V3 V0 −V1 −V6 −V7 V4 V5

V3 −V2 V1 V0 V5 −V4 −V7 V6

V4 V7 V6 −V5 V0 V3 −V2 −V1

V5 −V6 V7 V4 −V3 V0 V1 −V2

V6 V5 −V4 V7 V2 −V1 V0 −V3

V7 −V4 −V5 −V6 V1 V2 V3 V0


. (36)

We may now identify the components of generalized potential as

(V0,V1,V2,V3,V4,V5,V6,V7) =⇒ (−φ, Ax, Ay, Az, −iBx, −iBy, −iBz,−iϕ) , (i =
√
−1) (37)

where (ϕ,
−→
A ) ≡ {Aµ} and (φ,

−→
B ) ≡ {Bµ} are respectively described as the components of electric {Aµ} and

magnetic {Bµ} 4-potentials of dyons. Thus, from Eq. (36), we get

V =



−φ −Ax −Ay −Az iBx iBy iBz iϕ
Ax −φ −Az Ay iϕ −iBz iBy −iBx

Ay Az −φ −Ax iBz iϕ −iBx −iBy

Az −Ay Ax −φ iBy iBx iϕ −iBz

−iBx −iϕ −iBz −iBy −φ Az −Ay −Ax

−iBy iBz −iϕ −iBx −Az −φ Ax −Ay

−iBz −iBy iBx −iϕ Ay −Ax −φ −Az

−iϕ iBx iBy iBz Ax Ay Az −φ


. (38)

Now multiplying D (32) to octonion potential V (38) for the octonionic field equations, we get

D V = F 7−→ F0e0 +
7∑

A=1

FAeA ∼=



F0 −F1 −F2 −F3 −F4 −F5 −F6 −F7

F1 F0 −F3 F2 −F7 F6 −F5 F4

F2 F3 F0 −F1 −F6 −F7 F4 F5

F3 −F2 F1 F0 F5 −F4 −F7 F6

F4 F7 F6 −F5 F0 F3 −F2 −F1

F5 −F6 F7 F4 −F3 F0 F1 −F2

F6 F5 −F4 F7 F2 −F1 F0 −F3

F7 −F4 −F5 −F6 F1 F2 F3 F0


, (39)

where F is an octonion that reproduces the generalized complex-electromagnetic fields of dyons. Thus, the
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components of generalized complex-electromagnetic fields (F0,F1,F2, ...........,F7 ) may be expressed as

F0 =

[
−∂Ax

∂x
− ∂Ay

∂y
− ∂Az

∂z
− ∂ϕ

∂t

]
+ i

[
∂Bx

∂X
+
∂By

∂Y
+
∂Bz

∂Z
+
∂φ

∂T

]
=⇒ 0 ;

F1 =

[
−∂φ
∂x

+
∂Az

∂y
− ∂Ay

∂z
− ∂Bx

∂t

]
+ i

[
− ∂ϕ

∂X
− ∂Bz

∂Y
+
∂By

∂Z
− ∂Ax

∂T

]
=⇒ Hx + iEX ;

F2 =

[
−∂φ
∂y

+
∂Ax

∂z
− ∂Az

∂x
− ∂By

∂t

]
+ i

[
− ∂ϕ

∂Y
− ∂Bx

∂Z
+
∂Bz

∂X
− ∂Ay

∂T

]
=⇒ Hy + iEY ;

F3 =

[
−∂φ
∂z

+
∂Ay

∂x
− ∂Ax

∂y
− ∂Bz

∂t

]
+ i

[
− ∂ϕ

∂Z
− ∂By

∂X
+
∂Bx

∂Y
− ∂Az

∂T

]
=⇒ Hz + iEZ ;

F4 =

[
− ∂φ

∂X
+
∂Az

∂Y
− ∂Ay

∂Z
− ∂Bx

∂T

]
− i

[
−∂ϕ
∂x

− ∂Bz

∂y
+
∂By

∂z
− ∂Ax

∂t

]
=⇒ HX − iEx ;

F5 =

[
− ∂φ

∂Y
+
∂Ax

∂Z
− ∂Az

∂X
− ∂By

∂T

]
− i

[
−∂ϕ
∂y

− ∂Bx

∂z
+
∂Bz

∂x
− ∂Ay

∂t

]
=⇒ HY − iEy ;

F6 =

[
− ∂φ

∂Z
+
∂Ay

∂X
− ∂Ax

∂Y
− ∂Bz

∂T

]
− i

[
−∂ϕ
∂z

− ∂By

∂x
+
∂Bx

∂y
− ∂Az

∂t

]
=⇒ HZ − iEz ;

F7 =

[
−∂Ax

∂X
− ∂Ay

∂Y
− ∂Az

∂Z
− ∂ϕ

∂T

]
− i

[
∂Bx

∂x
+
∂By

∂y
+
∂Bz

∂z
+
∂φ

∂t

]
=⇒ 0 . (40)

In Eq. (40) above, we have used the Lorenz gauge conditions respectively for the dynamics of electric and

magnetic charges of dyons in internal and external space-time coordinates:

∂Ax

∂x
+
∂Ay

∂y
+
∂Az

∂z
+
∂ϕ

∂t
= 0 ,

∂Ax

∂X
+
∂Ay

∂Y
+
∂Az

∂Z
+
∂ϕ

∂T
= 0;

∂Bx

∂x
+
∂By

∂y
+
∂Bz

∂z
+
∂φ

∂t
= 0 ,

∂Bx

∂X
+
∂By

∂Y
+
∂Bz

∂Z
+
∂φ

∂T
= 0; (41)

and
−→
E ,

−→
H are the generalized electric and magnetic fields of dyons described in internal space-time coordinates,

while
−→
E and

−→
H are the generalized electric and magnetic fields in the case of external space-time coordinates,

i.e.

−→
E {x, y, z, t} = −

−→
∇ϕ− ∂

−→
A
∂t

−
−→
∇ ×

−→
B ,

−→
H{x, y, z, t} = −

−→
∇φ− ∂

−→
B
∂t

+
−→
∇ ×

−→
A ;

−→
E {X,Y, Z, T} = −

−→
∇′ϕ− ∂

−→A
∂T

−
−→
∇′ ×−→B ,

−→
H {X,Y, Z, T} = −

−→
∇′φ− ∂

−→B
∂T

+
−→
∇′ ×−→A . (42)

The generalized octonion field equation can be written in the following compact notation:

D̄ F = J 7−→ J0e0 +
7∑

A=1

JAeA ∼=



J0 −J1 −J2 −J3 −J4 −J5 −J6 −J7

J1 J0 −J3 J2 −J7 J6 −J5 J4

J2 J3 J0 −J1 −J6 −J7 J4 J5

J3 −J2 J1 J0 J5 −J4 −J7 J6

J4 J7 J6 −J5 J0 J3 −J2 −J1

J5 −J6 J7 J4 −J3 J0 J1 −J2

J6 J5 −J4 J7 J2 −J1 J0 −J3

J7 −J4 −J5 −J6 J1 J2 J3 J0


, (43)
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where J is also an octonion described by the octonion form of generalized current,

(J0,
−→
J ) = {Jµ} =⇒ (ρ,

−→
J ) = {Jµ}, and (ϱ,

−→
K ) = {Kµ} (44)

are respectively taken as the 4 currents associated with electric charge and magnetic monopole of dyons. In

order to obtain both symmetry and duality invariant Maxwell equations, Dirac proposed the magnetic monopole

[44, 45]. Thus, from Eq. (43), we can obtain the octonionic GDM equations of dyons respectively in internal

and external space-time coordinates as follows:

(
−→
∇ ·

−→
H) = ϱ , (

−→
∇′ ·

−→
H ) = ϱ ;

(
−→
∇ ×

−→
H) =

∂E
∂t

+ J , (
−→
∇′ ×

−→
H ) =

∂E

∂T
+ J ;

(
−→
∇ ×

−→
E ) = −∂H

∂t
−K , (

−→
∇′ ×

−→
E ) = −∂H

∂T
−K ;

(
−→
∇ ·

−→
E ) = ρ , (

−→
∇′ ·

−→
E ) = ρ . (45)

Eq. (45) reduces to the usual transform as

X → x, Y → y, Z → z, T → t =⇒
−→
∇′ →

−→
∇ and □′ → □ . (46)

Thus, we get

−→
∇ ·

−→
H = ϱ ;

−→
∇ ×

−→
H =

∂E
∂t

+ J ;

−→
∇ ×

−→
E = −∂H

∂t
−K ;

−→
∇ ·

−→
E = ρ ; (47)

which are the GDM equations of generalized fields of dyons (monopole). Eqs. (45) and (47) are fully symmetric

Dirac–Maxwell equations and allow for the possibility of magnetic charges and currents, analogous to electric

charges and currents. Like the quaternion formulation of generalized electromagnetic fields of dyons, octonionic

matrix formulation is compact and simpler.

5. Conclusion

In this paper, we have expressed the octonion matrix representation, which is 8× 8 matrix representation since

the octonions (Cayley numbers) are the largest division algebra with 8 dimensions, double the number of the

quaternions. The octonion wave equation has been discussed from the octonion differential operator in terms of

8× 8 matrix representation given by Eq. (32). It consists of an 8-dimensional space as the combination of two

4-dimensional spaces associated with quaternions. We have used two 4-dimensional spaces, namely internal and

external spaces, for the existence of both magnetic monopoles and dyons in higher-dimensional formalism. We

have obtained the octonion valued potential for dyons in 8 × 8 matrix formulation, which is the combination

of 4-dimensional external space followed by 4-dimensional internal space. The electric 4-potential Aµ and

magnetic 4-potential Bµ of dyons are respectively associated with the electric and magnetic charges in external
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and internal spaces. The octonion is the best way for the theory of high-dimensional representation. As such, we

have considered the electric 4-potential in usual 4-dimensional internal space while the magnetic 4-potential has

been considered in external 4-dimensional space. The magnetic charge in internal space plays the role of electric

charge in external space or vice versa. Eq. (40) represents the generalized electromagnetic field equations of

dyons in terms of the components of two 4-potentials. Eq. (45) is the compact form of GDM equations of

dyons (presence of magnetic monopole) in the case of 8 (i.e. two 4-)dimensional formalism. As such, that is

the beauty of the octonion, instead of writing the 8 different differential Maxwell-type equations in internal

and external space-time coordinates for higher-dimensional theory. The GDM equations are fully symmetric

Maxwell equations and allow for the possibility of magnetic charges and currents, analogous to electric charges

and currents. We have obtained a compact GDM equation, Eq. (47), which is understood to be manifestly

covariant, dual invariant, simpler, and consistent. It reproduced the dynamics of electric (magnetic) energy in

the absence of magnetic (electric) charge of dyons or vice versa.

Acknowledgment

I am grateful to Professor OPS Negi and Professor PS Bisht for inspiring discussions.

References

[1] Dickson, L. E. Ann. Math. 1919, 20, 155–171.

[2] Hamilton, W. R. Elements of Quaternions, Chelsea Publications Co.: New York, NY, USA, 1969.

[3] Tait, P. G. An Elementary Treatise on Quaternions, Oxford University Press: Oxford, UK, 1875.

[4] Finklestein, D.; Jauch, J. M.; Schiminovich, S.; Speiser, D. J. Math. Phys. 1963, 4, 788–796.

[5] Adler, S. L. Quaternion Quantum Mechanics and Quantum Fields, Oxford University Press: New York, NY, USA,

1995.

[6] Rajput, B. S.; Kumar, S. R.; Negi, O. P. S. Lett. Nuovo Cimento 1982, 34, 180–196.

[7] Majernik, V. Adv. Cliff. Alg. 1999, 9, 119–130.

[8] Kravchenkov, V. V. Applied Quaternion Analysis, Helderman Verlag: Lemgo, Germany, 2003.

[9] Bisht, S.; Bisht, P. S.; Negi, O. P. S. Nuovo Cimento B 1998, 113, 1449–1467.

[10] Morita, K. Prog. Theor. Phys. 1981, 65, 787–790.

[11] Graves, R. P. Life of Sir William Rowan Hamilton, 3 Vol., Arno Press: New York, NY, USA, 1975.

[12] Baez, J. C. Bull. Amer. Math. Soc. 2001, 39, 145–205.

[13] Catto, S. arXiv: hep-th/0302079 v1, 2003.

[14] Foot, R.; Joshi, G. C. Int. J. Theor. Phys. 1989, 28, 1449–1462.

[15] Lukierski, J.; Toppan, F. Phys. Lett. B 2002, 539, 266–276.

[16] Schray, J. PhD, Department of Physics, Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR, USA, 1994.

[17] Imaeda, K. Lett. Nuovo Cimento 1979, 50, 271–293.

[18] Penny, R. Amer. J. Phys. 1968, 36, 871–882.

[19] Gamba, A. J. Math. Phys. 1967, 8, 775–781.

[20] Chanyal, B. C.; Bisht, P. S.; Negi, O. P. S. Int. J. Mod. Phys. A 2014, 29, 14500081–145000815.

[21] Chanyal, B. C.; Bisht, P. S.; Li, Tianjun; Negi, O. P. S. Int. J. Theor. Phys. 2012, 51, 3410–3422.

185

http://dx.doi.org/10.2307/1967865
http://dx.doi.org/10.1063/1.1724320
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/BF02817053
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/BF03041944
http://dx.doi.org/10.1143/PTP.65.787
http://dx.doi.org/10.1090/S0273-0979-01-00934-X
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/BF00671588
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0370-2693(02)02073-7
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/BF02748876
http://dx.doi.org/10.1119/1.1974298
http://dx.doi.org/10.1063/1.1705275
http://dx.doi.org/10.1142/S0217751X14500080


CHANYAL/Turk J Phys

[22] Chanyal, B. C.; Bisht, P. S.; Negi, O. P. S. Int. J. Theor. Phys. 2010, 49, 1333–1343.

[23] Chanyal, B. C.; Bisht, P. S.; Negi, O. P. S. Int. J. Theor. Phys. 2011, 50, 1919–1926.

[24] Chanyal, B. C.; Bisht, P. S.; Negi, O. P. S. Int. J. Theor. Phys. 2013, 52 , 3522–3533.

[25] Okubo, S. Introduction to Octonion and Other Non-Associative Algebras in Physics, Cambridge University Press:

Cambridge, UK, 1995.

[26] Gunaydin, M.; Gursey, F. J. Math. Phys. 1973, 14, 1651–1667.

[27] Gunaydin, M.; Gursey, F. Phys. Rev. D 1974, 9, 3387–3391.

[28] Demir, S. Int. J. Theor. Phys. 2013, 52, 105–116.

[29] Demir, S.; Tanışlı, M.; Tolan, T. Int. J. Mod. Phys. A 2013, 28, 1350112.
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