
Introduction

Squatinidae is a family of marine fishes commonly
called angelsharks. This family consists of one genus, and
in this genus there are 12 species (1, 2). Three of them
were recorded in the Eastern Levant Sea (3) (Squatina
squatina, S. oculata and S. aculeata), the first two of
which have been recorded in Turkish territorial waters
(4-6). Golani (3) has simply listed the S. aculeata Cuvier,
1829 (sawback angelshark) among the fishes distributed
in the Eastern Levant Sea comprising Turkish waters, but
with no reference being cited and no explanation of the
date, location, morphometric measurements etc. This
study was carried out for the determination of S. aculeate
living on the coasts of the eastern Turkish Mediterranean
sea.

Materials and Methods

A specimen of this species was captured by a trawl
(120-200 m depth) in Iskenderun Bay (36°20’N,
36°00’E) on 15 May 1997. The specimen was identified
as S. aculeata by the diagnostic characteristics described
by Roux (7) and also confirmed by personal

communication with Mater (8). The morphometric
measurements were taken to the nearest 0.1 mm.
Moreover, the specimen was kept in the laboratories of
the Faculty of Fisheries, Mustafa Kemal University.

Results

All morphometric measurements of the specimen and
a picture of it are given in the Table and Figures 1 and 2,
respectively. The sawback angelshark is seldom caught in
the Mediterranean Sea and so only one specimen was
caught. 

Discussion

S. aculeata can be separated from its congenerics by
the posterior tip of the pelvic fin reaching at least the
midpoint of the first dorsal fin and by the short thick
spines on the midline of the back (3). Fischer et al. (9)
reported records from the western shores of Egypt and
Greece. There has been no remarkable record off the
Turkish coast for S. aculeata. Hence this study provides
the first record of S. aculeata in ‹skenderun Bay. 
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Abstract: A specimen of Squatina aculeata (sawback angelshark) was caught in a trawl on 15 May 1997 in Iskenderun Bay at about
120-200 m depth and recorded for the first time from the eastern Mediterranean coast of Turkey. Thus, a new species of fish was
recently added to the chondrictyes fish fauna in the eastern Mediterranean Sea off Turkey.
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Türkiye’nin Do¤u Akdeniz K›y›lar›nda Dikenli Keler (Squatina aculeata Cuvier, 1829)
Türünün Bulunufluna ‹liflkin ‹lk Kay›t

Özet: ‹skenderun Körfezi’nde 15 May›s 1997 tarihinde yap›lan trol avc›l›¤›nda yaklafl›k 120-200 m derinlikte bir adet Squatina
aculeata (Dikenli keler) bireyi yakalanm›fl ve do¤u Akdeniz k›y›lar›m›zdan ilk defa kaydedilmifltir. Böylece Türkiye’nin Do¤u Akdeniz
bal›k faunas›na yeni bir k›k›rdakl› bal›k türü eklenmifltir.

Anahtar Sözcükler: Squatina aculeata, Dikenli Keler, Do¤u Akdeniz Türk Sular›.
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Figure 1. The picture of S. aculeata. 
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Figure 2. The morphometric measurements

Table. Morphometric measurements of S. aculeata D1: First dorsal
fin, D2: Second dorsal fin. Sex of the specimen is male.

Measurements Unit

Total weight (TW) 3690 g
Total length (TL) 798.9 mm
Eye height (EH) 13 mm
Eye width (EW) 17.7 mm
Body depth (ED) 60.4 mm
Standard length (SL) 684 mm
Dorsal fin base length (DFBL) 37.4 mm
Caudal peduncle depth (CPD) 17.9 mm
Snout to dorsal length (SDL) 481.4 mm
Pectoral fin length (PFL) 274.5 mm
The distance between D1 and D2 56.4 mm
(DB D1-D2)
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